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Korea is one of the fastest aging country in the world. The increase in health expenditure is an inevitable problem in an aging coun-
try. We examined trend of benefit expenditure in National Health Insurance (NHI) by age group during 2001 to 2016. The benefit ex-
penditure of NHI was 13.0 trillion won (2001) and 48.7 trillion won (2016); that is 3.76 times to 2001. This rapid increase was mostly
due to people aged 65 and over. Proportion of beneficiaries aged 65 and over was 6.9% (2001) and 13.7% (2016), benefit expendi-
ture per capita aged 65 and over was 279 thousand won (2001) and 960 thousand won (2016), and utilization days per capita aged
65 and over 21.44 (2001) and 30.23 (2016). This phenomenon was more pronounced in 75 or 85 aged and over. To contain the
health costs for older people, the NHI system should be reformed.
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Figure 1. Trend of benefit expenditure of National Health Insurance
by age group.
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Figure 2. Trend of Benefit expenditure per capita by age group.

Table 1. Benefit and beneficiaries of National Health Insurance by age group (unit: 1 trillion Korean won, 1,000 persons)

Year
Age group (yr) Catego (b)/a)
Je Py oo 2001 (a) 2011 2016 (b)
Total Benefit 130 346 487 376
Beneficiaries 46,379 47,410 49299 5,076.3 1.09
0-19 Benefit 2.8(216) 3.0(14.1) 41(11.7) 49(10.1) 1.76
Beneficiaries 12,854 (27.7) 1,161.2 (24.5) 1,096.0 (22.2) 9,798(19.3) 0.76
2049 Benefit 48(36.8) 6.9(33.0) 9.1(26.4) 11.4(234) 2.39
Beneficiaries 24,214(52.2) 24,460 (51.6) 23,652 (48.0) 23216(457) 0.96
50-64 Benefit 30(233) 55(26.1) 96(27.7) 13.3(27.3) 440
Beneficiaries 6,095(13.1) 7,265(15.3) 9,503(19.3) 11,304 (22.3) 1.85
6574 Benefit 1.7(12.9) 3.8(17.9) 6.7(19.2) 92(18.8) 551
Beneficiaries 2,180(4.7) 2,791 (5.9) 3299(6.7) 3,788(7.5) 174
75-84 Benefit 06(4.8) 16(76) 42(12.0) 76(15.6) 12.20
Beneficiaries 833(1.8) 1,056 (2.2) 1,550(3.1) 2,150 (4.2) 258
>85 Benefit 0.1(0.6) 02(1.2) 10(3.1) 23(4.8) 3042
Beneficiaries 203(0.4) 226(0.5) 336(0.7) 507 (1.0) 250

Values are presented as number (%)
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Figure 3.Trend of utilization days per capita by age group.
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