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Issues on Overcoming Present Crises of Organic Agriculture
through its Philosophy and Principle

Kim, Ho

The organic farming was begun with principles and values like environmental
friendliness, symbiosis, and cooperation and circulation. And there has cut keen
market competition, as sales and market size of organic agricultural products have
been much larger. Thus producers and consumers have kept up with the market
trend making light of the philosophy and principle of organic agriculture. So cases
of fraud or false certification have been increased since 2010. Accordingly, not a
few consumers have distrusted of the safety of organic agricultural products. And
the status of organic agriculture has shown downward trend and market size of
organic agricultural products has been reduced since 2012. Thus the income of
organic agricultural farmers hasn't been increased. It is thought that present organic
agriculture fell into the crisis. Now, organic agricultural farmers should practice
farming methods based upon the philosophy and principle of organic agriculture in
order to overcome its crisis.

Key words : organic agriculture, philosophy and principle, environmental
firiendliness, symbiosis, cooperation and circulation
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Fig. 1. Change Rates of organic agri-products sales (%).
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Fig. 2. Change Rates of organic agri-products farmers (%).
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Fig. 3. Change Rates of organic agri-products cultivation areas (%).
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Table 1. Comparisons of change rates of sales, farmers and cultivation area

Change rates of Max. Min. Standard deviation é;fer:g;e:};zﬁe
Sales 97.9 0.9 36.0647 21.8
Farmers 240.5 0.2 62.5583 35.6
Cultivation areas 256.0 0.9 66.4083 40.3
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Fig. 4. Changes of agri-products cultivation area per organic farm (ha).
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Fig. 6. Certification cancellation cases of environment-friendly agro-foods (case).
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Table 2. Transition process of environment-friendly certification system

Date Contents
uality certifications about organic and
Quality L. . & 1993.12. 1 | Based on law of promoting PQAMP?
non-pesticide agri-products
ality certifications about 3
Quality .. . Y 1996. 3.28 | Based on law of promoting PQAMP?
low-pesticide agri-products
Enactment of law of promoting EFA" 1997.12.13 | Introducing the system of labelling report
. . Revising law title, introducing EFAP?
Total revision of law of promoting . . . . .
EFA 2001. 1.26 | certification system and private certification
sector
Partial .. 1 ¢ . Introducing transactor certification system,
artial revision of law of promotin,
EFA P & 2006. 9.27 | abolition of certification of transition period
organic products
Partial revision of law of promoting 2009. 4. 1 abolition of certification of low-pesticide
EFA o agri-products
Partial revision of law of promoting 2011, 3. 9 Establishment of using environment-friendly
EFA T and organic materials
. . Revising law title, mandatory of transactor
Total revision of law of promoting & . . L
i 2) 2013. 6. 2 | certification, mutual recognition for
managing EFAOF . . .
equivalence of organic processing products
Partial revision of law of promoting & 2014. 925 Strengthening management of private
managing EFAOF T certification sector

Notes 1) EFA : Environment-friendly agriculture.

2) EFAOF : Environment-friendly agriculture and organic food.
3) PQAMP : processing industry and quality control of agri-marine products.
4) EFAP : Environment-friendly agri-products.

Sources : www.nags.go.kr
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