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An Analysis on the Changes of Achievement Standards and
Inquiry Activities in the 2015 Revised National
Elementary School Science Curriculum

Park, Jae-Keun
(Gyeongin National University of Education)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to compare the configuration changes of content elements and inquiry activities
between 2009 and 2015 revised national elementary school science curriculum, and to examine the trends in
achievement standards. The results of this study were as follows. First, the number of content elements presented
in the 2015 revised science curriculum was slightly decreased in comparison to 2009 revised one, but fell short
of goal level for revision, that was to cut 20 percent of present achievement standards. The characteristics of
changes in achievement standards were to enhance the relation to practical life, to integrate the content elements
separated, and to adopt the achievement standard to introduce new concept. Second, the number of inquiry
activities presented in the 2015 revised science curriculum was also slightly decreased, and to be linked with
the changes of achievement standards. In some cases, the range of inquiry activity was adjusted, or the unit to
present it was changed. Teacher should know exactly about the elements to be changed in the 2015 revised
national elementary school science curriculum, and it will be needed them to make an efforts in the cause of
its smooth application.

Key words : 2015 revised national elementary school science curriculum, achievement standard, inquiry activity
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Fig. 1. The analysis framework for changes in achievement standards.
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Fig. 3. The changes of achievement standards in ‘matter’ domain.
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Table 1. The changes of inquiry activities in ‘motion and energy’ domain
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Table 2. The changes of inquiry activities in ‘matter’ domain
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Table 3. The changes of inquiry activities in ‘life’ domain
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Table 4. The changes of inquiry activities in ‘earth and space’ domain
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Table 4. Continued
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