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Korean Hostess Attitudes toward Death and its Effects

on Their Capacities to Resist Suicidal Impulses
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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between attitude toward
death among Korean hostess (room salon/bar) in Busan and their suicide-related factors.

Methods: The questionnaires were administrated to 120 Korean hostess. The questionnaires
consist of 7 major concepts: death as liberation, death as natural phenomenon, fear of death,
avoidance of thought about death, fear for the impact of death on family, frequency of thought
of death, their capacities to resist suicidal impulses.

Results: Interestingly, satisfaction for hostess working in room salons with their monthly
incomes was negatively correlated with frequency of thought of death and was positively related
to their capacities to resist suicidal impulse. Moreover, in terms of the factors influencing ‘their
capacities to resist suicidal impulse’, for hostess working in room salons, ‘fear for the impact of
death on family, and ‘satisfaction with their monthly income’ were found to significantly
influence ‘their capacities to resist suicidal impulses’. However, for hostess working at bars,
‘death as liberation’ was found to be the only one factor showing significant effect on ‘their
capacities to resist suicidal impulses’.

Conclusion: For hostess working in room salons, their perceived monetary reward seems to
affect their attitudes toward death and suicide-related thoughts. Understanding a person’s
attitudes toward death can be another way to help people in a difficult situation to prevent them
from carrying out the worst.

B keyword : | Korean Hostess | Room Salon and Bar | Attitude toward Death | Suicidal Ideation | Capacity to
Resist Suicidal Impulses |
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