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This study aimed to examine character evaluation criteria and components for selecting
creative convergent talents in college admissions. In this study, pre—college students’ perceptions were
surveyed on various issues related to character education and evaluation implemented in K-12 school
system. It was found that the character education programs intended to enhance students’ care for others,
interpersonal skills, and honesty were most actively operated within the secondary educational systems.
The results of the study also indicated that the programs for fostering interpersonal skills, care for others,
and sincerity were perceived as the most effective programs. Based on the results of the study, we
discussed ways to improve the quality of character education programs operated in school curriculum and

to improve the credibility of character evaluation in the college admission process.
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(Table 1) Virtues and Core Competencies Taught

Domain [COMPetenSelection Definition
ce Criteria
Core value Ability to recognize and
recognition| Honesty |judge important core values
Morality [Responsible[Responsibil in various ethical situations
decision ity and to make responsible
making decisions
Ability to understand the
thoughts, feelings and
Socigl' Sympathy per:%pectives' of ' others in
. . ... |recognition| .| various situations and
Sociability] Communic
Human . places, and to form,
. . ation . .
relationship maintain and communicate
positive relationships with
others
Ability to identify own
- strengths, weaknesses,
Self- . . e
. Positive | interests, and abilities, to set
Emotion | awareness
Self-care Autonomy | personal  goals, and to
control your thoughts and
behaviors to achieve goals

Source: Ministry of Education (2014)

Aol ol 914e Al

Aska] 915 AH Bk EAS) B

s

(Table 2) Materials Used for Character Evaluation

Material

Used Focus of Evaluation

Since 2013, students’ characteristics in affective
domains are assessed based on school records. The

School | 'core character factors’ include care for others,
Record | sharing, cooperation, respect for others, conflict
management, relationship orientation, compliance

with rules, etc.

Cover letter is required in college admissions. A

I(:gt\;(; common form of cover letter has been developed by
the Korea University Education Council.
The Korea University Education Council developed
a common form of teacher recommendation and
provide guidelines for writing and using the
Teacher . . .
recommendation. Using the recommendation form,
Recomme g . .
. teachers are asked to write their evaluation on
ndation s . e . X e
students’ dispositions including responsibility,
integrity, compliance, self-initiative, leadership,
cooperation, sharing and consideration.
. Universities that perform character evaluation are
Interview . .
encouraged to use face to face interviews.
Universities are encouraged to use Information on
NEIS NEIS (National Education Information System) in
an effective manner. NEIS provide detailed

information on awards and extra curricula activities.

3.1 Sche & ZAP 2L

Al M = A AS F 1ol B o
3 A gk A5 A4S RA] 8 A
A FFdistuel Adigtue] FAHY Wy gl
12539 AuislS didez 20151116.(%) ~
11203l A AEZ2ALE A
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32 =X d§ Fe AR VesAE AEstdlen, o
B oA MEZAe] 2Hed 2w g Az T e S mhE A aSel tig g 1<l
= [Figure 113 2t} QA m$ 2 olydgste gadg = A9 AolS 248tk ol 9l SdHd(de)s F
ARTE el o glo] Az nSdtw @A A FHJCQIHnEe] TR gaet vt eaxd F
N . . N 2
P sl e +A AR tete] Pekage) ol Wik AR HEm)E MEE WFE Hwdtel x
A Fad Wt gRoR nfEE Q4 sgTes  HAS A,
FEdle] o2 ZAETA WGsnA ek ol 9
3] F-aredtal wAl 5 th3t Wt 10 oE AE (Table 3) Operational Definiton and Sub—construct  of
o . - Character Evaluation Components
AR7E A 2FS TS| Ao dRUE 9 ™
g PAlo gk =o)9f, digd s ATt F Construct | Operational Definition and Sub—construct
=5 A9 duto] At AAE AT [Definition] The degree of individual
systematicity, patience and motivation in
Intearit behaving to achieve goals and tendency to act
- - gty consistently and reliably and steadily
’ Step 1 ‘ Literature Review ‘ [Sub-construct] Responsibility, achievement
a4 orientation, autonomy, prudence, concentration
’ Step 2 ‘ Review of Existing Questionnaires ‘ [Definition] Ability to derive new methods and
ST ideas from the stereotypes and to shape them
g Creativity [Sub-construct] Problem recognition, idea
’ Step 3 ‘ Expert Meeting ‘ generation, curiosity
& [Definition] The tendency to understand various
’ Step 4 ‘ Expert Delphi Survey ‘ types of people 'and their thoughts, and 'act'ively
Openness |accept new environments or ways of thinking
g [Sub-construct] Understanding human rights and
’ Step 5 ‘ Draft Questionnaire ‘ understanding of multiculturalism
4 [Definition] Moral principles of not engaging in
T e . illegal or unjust activities in schools, groups, and
’ Step 6 ‘ Content Validity Verification ‘ Honesty |everyday life, and a tendency to act ethically and
3 honestly according to these principles.
’ Step 7 Final Questi - [Sub-construct] Moral judgment, rules compliance
ep ‘ Inal Questionnaire ‘
[Definition] Respecting the other person in a
[Figure 1] Development of Survey Instrument Care for |respectful manner, maintaining a friendly
Other |relationship and acting politely
[Sub-construct] Sharing, spirit of service, humanity
[Figure 1]9] 497 A&7} dafo| 2ALE Sl 54
B g B = - E_ © [Definition] Confident that they are precious and
ekl FE AAdHI 949 7} 849 kY T-2lel T Self- that they can do any work they have given
@ YOI <Table 5} BT AYRF AR, UG oo | il o e i i s
o] Aol Jq—?L Ol EF 7 }‘;3].) ol Hr} el [Sub-construct] Confidence, positive mind
ZAo% 58 F8 A YLoz 2 sle] F 2783 O [Definition] Ability to identify your strengths,
_ - N Lol o] weaknesses, interests, and abilities, and to control
2 A AEA7E 50 R A Self- and enforce thoughts and behaviors to achieve
regulation goals by controlling stress, controlling impulses
and setting personal goals
3.3 XI=2Z! &l 2AMdiH [Sub-construct] Self-awareness and management
) ability, goal consciousness, self-direction
AR S ARE B g Ak FH 9AR 2 — » ) )
_ [Definition] Ability to communicate, compromise,
95 24 9 glolg Feldo] AU} A A uj and cooperate to form and maintain satisfactory
73% ole ¥ @_a_ £y A z‘sol Oﬂ l:]-]ﬁ]— % % o ‘ﬂ QTB‘} - mtefrlpetrsongtlhrelt?]tlonshlp? dréd ttgf 1dent1bfly
r = = nterperson |conflicts with other people, identify problems,
7] _?4@_ :Ti%] %o] 75]"‘3 5] %2_11] 5% %ET :Ti%‘—;% _Eé_gﬂ al Skills |diagnose causes, and search for and resolve
’ solutions
A 27 g3t HEFo] o] Fol ) Ik A 3 [Sub-construct] Cogperatipg, community
oﬂ EH@' %“Zr@rﬂ' aﬂE %@_01 EH@' 73,}_ ;g‘}[:% )‘\l_% awareness, leadership, affinity
shae. M SR Aol B Amq % 4] 94
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(Table 4) Perceptions on the Overall Status, Timing,
and the Obstacles of Character Education

Question Response Category N | %
h'“gq?t ‘}110 y}())}ll‘ Very Low 7% | 6.2
think 1s the ability
to live together of} L?W 640 519
Korean students’ High 460 |37.3

such as trust, Very High 58 | 47
cooperation and
participation? Sum 1,234100.0
When do you Infant-child (0-5yr) 357 | 28.8
think is the most Primary School 583 [47.1
important time fo Secondary School 277 224
character University 22 |18
education? Sum 1,239[100.0
Parent’s ;lasi'd view on 424 | 342
What items do - cducation
you think have Violent peer culture 249 | 20.1
the most negativeGrade-oriented school education| 244 | 19.7
impact on student| Competitive social climate 160 | 12.9
char: acter Harmful media 50 | 4.0
formation? Example of wrong adults 113 | 9.1
Sum 1,240 {100.0
<Table 5>NA= A Fo4, UK L,
QY U SES] S5 AshE molErk 9
o] AL B Fad A Aolgka S HlE
o] 91.9%% "¢ =2 FHEE BT w3 A4 SH
2k9] 626%7F & A nlgol visf el 9l |
TEAFANA HAxEE Auso] g AL
Fojok Fith= o7o] 9% ooz velyth thet ¢
shagelx Q4 Bl ok Hokel Wael el oA
52 97%9] A vER FAHHORE Held

(Table 5) Peroeptions on Overall Character — Education
and Character Evaluation (%)

Stron

aly |pisag Stron
Question M | SD el fee Agree| gly
ree lagree

In the future, having the
right character will become 35610.60 9 37 | 446 | 745
more important than ever in =" 0.7 1 (3.0) | (36.1) (60.2)
social life.
I am satisfied with the level
of character education I 2.7010.78
have received at school.
Character education in

79 | 3831 602 | 170
(6.4)|(31.0)| (48.8)|(13.8)

- 6 | 30 | 489 | 708
S(,hools'should be more 3.57(1.27 051249 39.7)|57.4)
emphasized.
Chafacgerf eduCﬁtlon is a6l067 13 1115 | 611 | 457
reduurec for cotlege 2RO D | 94| (652.3)|(37.3)
students.

Students’ character should
be considered in college 3.55(0.58
admission decisions.

8 | 26 | 480 | 708
(0.7](2.1)|(39.3) |(57.9)

5 A= <Table 6>
o}, Q1A 1) A sk thokel WS T2 Ao el
} s

A% Ea} YA

2 (B08), A9 oz wg T2 gt =
& Aoz yephgon, Ao)A279), MEAd(2.90)1 4=
82992 FdiH o r ws At vk low F4H
Ak @, AR F a4 T kol ek 914 o tigh
S Wyts v A3 el 351, AT H

ZF 835

OS2 et

(Table 6) FEifectiveness and Importance of Character
Education Program

Effectiveness of Importance of
Character Character Charac?er
Education Program Evaluation
N M SD N M SD
Integrity 1113 | 301 | 059 | 1196 | 340 | 052
Creativity 1071 | 279 | 0.72 | 1166 | 3.19 | 0.65
Openness 1095 | 290 | 0.72 | 1182 | 3.30 | 0.60
Honesty 1104 | 299 | 067 | 1183 | 346 | 055
Care for Other | 1154 | 3.08 | 068 | 1199 | 351 | 053
Self-esteem 1084 | 301 | 071 | 1189 | 344 | 056
Self-regulation | 1120 | 3.03 | 070 | 1192 | 341 | 058
Interpersonal skill§ 1157 | 3.15 | 0.70 | 1195 | 348 | 0.54
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1.674

Importance of

Character
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3 1.063|1193| 3.808

3 [.003] 1190
3 1.019]1182
3 1.080 11189

9.992

7.287
13.558 | 3 |.004]| 1183 | 4.425

10659 | 3 |.014|1177| 18960 | 3 |.000
16179 | 3 1.001|1186| 6.355

13.600 | 3 |.004| 1161

Program
14.301
6.752

Importance

Effectiveness of
Character Education
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1065
1088
1097
Care for Other| 1147
1077
1149

and
Program by Gender

Integrity
Creativity
Openness
Honesty
Interpersonal
skills

Self-esteem
Self-regulation| 1112
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AsE IS 2 HUE Q@40 AA WS Aol A and Evaluation, 2004.
+9H I = Z2 | g Eo] QJ=XE HHET P [7] Korean Educational Research Association, Character
87} 9t} ol FuuSe] ARG AAEHE TAR Education, Seoul: Moonumsa, 1998,
A 1S5 el stAlE o] nlats] ] A= AT [8] T. Lickona, & M. Davidson, Smart and Good High
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