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The Ideal Portrait of Human Being Pursuing in Home Economics Education from

a Critical Science Perspective

Jisun Yang - Taemyung Yoo
Department of Home Economics Education, Graduate School, Gyeongsang National University, Jinju, Korea

Abstract

This study develops an the ideal portrait of a human being pursuing in home economics education from a critical
science perspective. The practical problem is ‘what should the ideal portrait of a human being pursuing in home
economics education with a critical science perspective be?” was addressed through a practical reasoning research
method with the stages of valued ends, context, alternatives, consequence, and a final plan. The sequential flow
of understanding values and contexts established the setting of three valued ends by organizing issues and
categorized areas of individuals, families, society, and cultural from a critical science perspective. The ideal portrait
of human being was specifically stated, in the self-formation, independent, inter-subjectivity, social participation,
and enculturation according to subcategories; in addition, the stated ideal portrait of human being was modified
through expert consultations. Alternatives and consequences were reexamined for the validity of the statement
and restated as a comprehensive statement of ideal portrait of a human being that included a restatement of
the five areas. An ideal portrait of a human being pursuing in home economics education from a critical science
perspective was made from alternative ideal portraits of the proposed human being and stated as ‘a person who
can continually act autonomously in one’s life-world.’
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Table 1. Area of Individuals, Families, Society, and Cultural in Critical Science Perspective

Category Area Content element
Individual Self-formation Self-perception Positive self-esteem, cultivation of autonomy, personal beliefs, value and attitude, mature
career awareness, independent self, emotional control capacities, self-regulation capacities,
self-management, stress management
Human development Moral character, autonomy, responsibility, sexual values, sense of respect for lives, leadership,
sense of responsibility, creativity development, challenge of consciousness, occupational choice,
occupational role

Socialization Family culture, norm, understand of life, family values, rules of manners, caring, respect, education
Independent Life design Understand of life cycle, health according to the life cycle, marriage, economic, career design,
scientific hobby activity, leisure life, career awareness, career exploration
Life skill Autonomous lifestyle, lifestyle, lifestyle for food, clothing and shelter, lifestyle management,

lifestyle management for food, clothing and shelter, life planning and management rules and
customs, understanding of the norm, human security and safety and sanitation, environment
management, living environment management, ethical consumption life, associated with
consumption reflects on ideology, crisis management, energy conservation, community resource,
resource management

Family Inter-subjectivity Communication Intimate relations, sense of fellowship, communication to promote mutual understanding,
conflict management, interpersonal relationships
Role performance Family roles and function, family life, children and parents relations, gender equality at work

and family, interaction of work and family, fixed idea, changes of norms, cooperation, culture of
equality, equal opportunity, improvement of social conditions
Society Social participation  Sense of community Realization of a social justice, transformational leadership, challenge of consciousness,
environmental awareness, volunteer spirit, participation and accountability, citizenship, global
citizenship, global concern and cosmopolitan, concern in refugee agency relief
Advocacy Voluntary service, donation, policy action to promote the welfare, break down social awareness,
connecting with community activities, participation of policy, support activities, volunteer work
environment, concern on the environment, life of considering the environment
Culture Enculturation Culture value Modernized interpretation of traditional culture and understanding, differences in lifestyle
and food, clothing and shelter culture, certain preconceptions about culture and prejudice,
introspection about the cultural heritage
Culture reproduction  Establishment of culture, understanding of creative process creative, food, clothing and shelter,
creation of culture
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Table 2. Modified Proposal through Expert Consultations

Category Area

Content element

Valued ends
(practicality/subject characteristics/
critical science perspective)

Example of human being for each category

Specific statement

Comprehensive
statement

Individual ~ Self-formation  Self-perception

Human
development

Socialization

Independent Life design

Life competency

76 | Vol.55, No.1, February 2017: 67-80

Positive self-esteem, cultivation of
autonomy, personal beliefs, value and
attitude, mature career awareness,
independent self, emotional control
capacities, self-regulation capacities,
self-management, stress management

Moral character, autonomy,
responsibility, sexual values, sense of
respect for lives, leadership, sense of
responsibility, creativity development,
challenge of consciousness,
occupational choice, occupational role

Family culture, norm, understand of
life, family values, rules of manners,
caring, respect, education

Understand life cycle, health according
to the life cycle, marriage, economic,
career design, scientific hobby activity,
leisure life, career awareness, career
exploration

Autonomous lifestyle, lifestyle, lifestyle
for food, clothing and shelter,
lifestyle management, life planning
and management rules and customs,
understanding of the norm, human
security and safety and sanitation,
environment management, living
environment management, ethical
consumption life, associated with
consumption reflects on ideology,
crisis management, energy
conservation, community resource,
resource management

[dentifying personal interests, desires
and needs, motivation, self-realization,
autonomous identity formation,
pattern of behavior affecting the self-
formation, self-esteem, self-concept,
self-image, Insight, responsible sexual
behavior

Desirable personal growth, responsible
sexual behavior, intellectual freedom,
moral freedom, formation of values,
peer group of values, peer group
of cultural, effects of the self-
management on development, sexual
self-determination, ethical behavior,
realization of unethical behaviors and
conditions for prevented development,
development tasks, understand the
nature of the physical, emotional,
mental development, understanding
sexual development of content

Reflective judgments, deliberate action,
comprehensive capacity, legitimacy,
expropriation or respect other people's
values, influence on stereotypes,
prejudices, preconceived idea against
individuals, social and moral, mental
and physical and aesthetic conditions,
influence on individuals, influence on
the social conditions of the family,
influence of social conditions on
individuals, social and cultural world
with interaction with the world, social
belonging

Technical action, role performance,
comprehensive speciality, lifelong
learning

Human and material resource,
understanding of the sustainable
life, media and technology impact
on families, economic policy's
impact on family, impact of laws and
regulations relating to food, clothing
and shelter, family and consumer
policies, understanding of sustainable
resources, available resources for the
reduction

A person who has formed
ego for themselves
through the personal-
ity development and
socialization with the
self-recognition in the
context of private-fami-
ly-society-culture

A person who has
designed their lives and
has improved
independent lives
through the sustainable
management and life in
the context of private
family-society-culture

A person who can
continually act
autonomously in
one's life-world

www.fer.or.kr
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Table 2. Continued
Valued ends Example of human being for each category
Category Area Content element (practllc.allty/s!.lbject charactlerlstlcs/ S Comprehensive
critical science perspective) statement
Family Inter- Communication Intimate relations, sense of fellowship,  Contextual understanding of A person who has
subjectivity communication to promote mutual permanent family problem, maintained the
understanding, conflict management,  symbolic reproduction, meaningful inter-subjectivity
Interpersonal relationships communication, discussion debate, between the family
practical reasoning, effects of faulty member-community-
reasoning, reasonable agreement, environment in order to
rationalization of the life world, social  solve a practical
integration, enlightenment for the problem of the family in
equal society and executive power, the context of private
cultural communication between family-society-culture
generations, participatory solution of
conflict
Role performance  Family roles and function, family Understanding of norms, ability of
life, children and parents relations, role performance, ability of member
gender equality at work and family, development, role in the job situation,
interaction of work and family, fixed relationship with friends, social impact
idea, changes of norms, cooperation,  affecting the family, role playing
culture of equality, equal opportunity,  for the equal families and society,
improvement of social conditions democratic family relationship,
balance work and family life roles
Society Social Sense of Realization of a social justice, Community life, understanding of the A person who has
participation community transformational leadership, challenge  different way of life, formation of participated in the social
of consciousness, environmental relationships, community identity, behavior that changed
awareness, volunteer spirit, social responsibility the conditions of hu-
participation and accountability, man-society:
citizenship, global citizenship, global environment through
concern and cosmopolitan, concern in transformational
refugee agency relief leadership and
advocacy in the context
of private-family:
society-culture
Advocacy Voluntary service, donation, policy action  Equality and fairness, create policies and
to promote the welfare, break down norms to affect the family, concern
social awareness, connecting with for the global environment, universal
community activities, participation awareness of needs, improvement
of policy, support activities, volunteer  of the prevailing political, economic,
work environment, concern on the social structure, reflection and
environment, life of considering the constructive actions, emancipation
environment action, interest in alienated people
and opportunity, interest in minorities
Culture Enculturation  Culture value Modernized interpretation of traditional - Normative understanding of social A person who has formed
culture and understanding, and cultural world, validating of the living culture value
differences in lifestyle and food, understanding for social and cultural and created the food,
clothing and shelter culture, certain world, cultural diversity, multicultural,  clothing and shelter
preconceptions about culture and educated cultural behavior or family-consumption
prejudice, introspection about the interests, background in history culture in the context of
cultural heritage and philosophy as well as cultural private-family-society
understanding Culture
Culture Establishment of culture, understanding
reproduction of creative process creative, food,
clothing and shelter creation of
culture
www.fer.or.kr Vol.55, No.1, February 2017: 67-80 | 77
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