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<Abstract>

The purpose of the study was to investigate the roles of child group home directors and their experiences with children.

The study utilised the interpretive science paradigm and individual in-depth interviews for data collection. The qualitative

theme analysis method explored the experiences of child group home directors. The participants, seven group home directors

in the metropolitan area of Seoul, explained their multiple roles such as protector, nurturer, discipliner, mediator, and supporter

of children while recognizing dysfunctions of children’s family of origin. Participants claimed that the specialization of the

child group home and the professionalism of its staffs were needed in order to improve the quality of child welfare. The results

of this study might contribute to practical suggestions for group home professionals.

ATA ) (Key words): oFs3 587 (child group home), A% (director), H&53(role performance), B AT explorative

study), 97 (family of origin)
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Table 1. Participant characteristics

Child gender  Director Shift pattern

No Sex Area Age of the facility career of duties Structure of facility

1 F Zesg 56 years F 7yrs 11ms residence 3bedrooms, 2bathrooms, livingroom, kitchen
Seoul . 3bedrooms, loffice, 2bathrooms,

2 F Yangcheon 59 years F 9yrs 5ms residence livingroom, Kitchen

3 M Gyeongg 48 years M Syrs 2ms residence 3bedr0(.)rr.15, ZbathIO(?ms, Loffice,
Gunpo livingroom, kitchen

4 F Gyeonggi 46 years F 6yrs 5ms commute 3bedr0(.)rr.15, ZbathIO(?ms, Toffice,
Gunpo livingroom, kitchen

Duplex type

Incheon . 1st floor- livingroom, kitchen,

5 F Nam-gu 58 years M & F 9yrs residence 2bedrooms, 1bathroom

2nd floor- 3bedrooms, 1bathroom

6 M Gy.eonggl 46 years M dyrs 8ms residence 2bathr90@s, 1off1ce,_ 1bathroom,
Uiwang livingroom, kitchen

7 T Gyeot?gg1 52 years F Byrs dms residence 4bathro'orps, 10ff1ce,_3bathrooms,
Yeoju livingroom, kitchen
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Relationships between group home
children and their family of origin

Group home
directors’ roles

Implications for the development of group homes

Figure 1. An exploratory analysis on the interviews with child group home directors
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