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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to explore the possibility of recruiting married immigrant women to participate in the Official
Development Assistance (ODA) program. We used focus group interviews to understand their experiences with ODA, their
intent to participate in the ODA, and the resources and barriers to ODA participation. The data were collected from 14 married
immigrant women who were actively engaged in the labor force in Seoul and Gyunggi areas. Data were analyzed based on
the thematic analysis method. Four themes were identified including the women’s experiences, motivation, barriers, and re-
sources for ODA participation. Out of the 14 women, three had participated in the ODA and were happy with the experiences.
The rest of the women wanted to participate in the ODA that supported their home countries. The results also highlighted
that these married immigrant women had capabilities including a strong desire to participate in vocational development and
support from their families, but they also had barriers to overcome such as a lack of work capacity, child care burden, and
difficulty forming relationships with Korean colleagues. Despite these barriers, they were motivated to participate in the ODA
since it would be very meaningful for them to help their home country and to improve awareness of Korea and married immi-
grant women. It is important to develop vocational education programs for these women to enhance the work skills that are
needed in the ODA.

ATA(Key words): FH/NEYUZ(Official Development Assistance), Z&0]Fd(married immigrant women), Y2}g]

(employment), A¥(resource), A W3 82(employment barrier)
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Table 1. Individual Characteristics of Focus Group Interview Participants

. Duration of
N;-fo Participant Cognrigl oF age M;ryr;ge ftjg}zlgf Slza()};e;n Education Iﬁiﬂgi‘t’ifn Current Job

A Mongolia 46 Married 13, 10 18 High school  Trade business Trade business
Ist B Cambodia 29  Married 4,1 4 College NGO staff Interpreting and translation
Fal C Mongolia 31  Married 7, 6 8 High school None Multicultural education instructor

D Philippines 45  Married 22, 20 3 College Office worker English instructor

E Viemam 34  Divorced 7 8 High school  Skilled worker Interpreting and translation

A Cambodia 35  Married 10 Junior college Office worker ~ Cambodian language instructor
2nd B Mongolia 38 Married 13, 8 8 Junior college  Office worker Counselor of multicultural families
FGI C Vietnam 27  Married 6 6 Junior college None Interpreting and translation

D Mongolia 39 (Re)Married 18, 7 15 High school None Interpreting and translation

A Vietnam 32  Married 9 9 High school ~ Office worker Postpart}]m care wor.k'er for

multicultural families

3rd B Mongolia 38 Married 11,7, 6 13 High school Sales CEO of a cooperative society
FGI C Vietnam 43  Married 13 18 College Office worker NGO activist

D Vienam 31  Married 9 10 High school None Multicultural education instructor

E Mongolia 37  Married 12,7 12 High school None Interpreting and translation
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Table 2. Themes of Married Immigrant Women’s Participation in the ODA

Category

Subcategory

Experience of ODA Participation

Experiences with ODA participation through the local government or KOICA

Proud of working for my home country

Motivation for ODA Participation

Improving awareness of Korea and married immigrant women

Meaningful work that contributes to the development of their home country
Having opportunity to introduce the home country to their children and to meet with their families

in their home country

Work support based on their understanding of their home country

Barriers to ODA Participation

Lack of work capacity

- Don’t know about the local situation due to their long-term stay in Korea

- Difficulty with Korean language and jargon
Difficulty forming relationships with Koreans
Child care burden

Resources for ODA Participation

Strong desire for vocational development
Support from family members
Understanding support needed for the home country
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