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An Analytical Study on Precedents of Emotional Child Abuse at
Daycare Centers of Korea: Focusing on Emotional Abuse Type, Issues,
and Preventive Measures
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Suyoung-gu Senior Welfare Center, Department of Social Welfare, Tong Myoung University
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Abstract This study aims to establish measures to prevent emotional abuse by analyzing court precedents
related to emotional abuse at daycare centers of Korea. For this, ten precedents of first trial and four
precedents of appellate trial related to emotional abuse were analyzed in depth. In the results of study, there
were diverse types of emotional abuse at daycare centers such as assaulting(hitting head, face, and buttocks
with hands and feet), throwing things, neglecting, forcefully feeding food, stopping mouth with handkerchief
and wet tissue, skipping meals, and showing scary images. And the main issues of precedents included the
matter of justifiable act as circumstances precluding wrongfulness, and the matter of applying the joint penal

provision. Based on such results, the measures to prevent emotional abuse at daycare centers were suggested.

Key Words : Daycare Center, Emotional Abuse, Precedent, Justifiable Act, Joint Penal Provision.
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Table 1, Fact Relation of the First Trial Precedents (Childcare teacher: Ct)

Date of
No. Adjudgment Case No. Defendant Abuse Type Court Judgment
Suwon District Court 2011godan5867, ' ) o
1 2012.07.11. 2012g0dand78(combined) Director Emotional abuse 8months in prison
2 2012.12.11 Busan District Court 2012godan8493 Director Emotional abuse 6monfs in prison

(probation for a year)
3 2013.04.05. | Seoul Central District Court 2012godan5290 Director Physical/emotional abuse One year in prison
Fine Tmillion won

4 2015.06.04. Jeju District Court 2015godan134 Two Ct Physical/emotional abuse
(suspended sentence)
5| 20150611, Uisan Distrct Court 2015g0dan325 Direcfor __|Physicallemotional abuse| 1Y & 2M in prson
Ct Emotional abuse Fine 4million won
6 | 20150625 Incheon District Court 2015g0dan612 o Physicalemoional abuse 2years In prison
Director Joint penal provision Fine 5million won
7 | 20151028 | Changwon District Court 2015godant116 Cook Emotional abuse 4months in prison

(probation for two years)
8 2016.01.22. Chuncheon District Court 2015godan651 Ct Emotional abuse Fine 1.5million won
One year in prison,
Fine 3million won

Incheon District Court 2016godan3238, Director Physicallemotional abuse

’ 2016.1006 2016godan5101(combined) ) Bmonths in prison
Ct Emotional abuse .
(probation for two years)
10 2017.02.10 Daegu District Court 2016godan6148 Director Physical/emotional abuse 10mg nifis in prison
(probation for two years)
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Table 2. Fact Relation of Appellate Trials (Childcare teacher: Ct).

No. Date of Case No. Defendant Cause for Filing Court Judgment
Adjudgment
20150707 | Incheon Distict Gourt 2015godan7s4 |2 Emotiona] abuse Smonths n prison
Director Joint penal provision Fine Smillion won
1 ol Emotional abuse added. Sentence On year in prison
2016.02.05. Incheon District Court 2015n02736 increased
Director Final ruling of 1st trial Fine 5million won
20170807 Goyang Branch of Ujeongbu District Ct Physical abuse Fine 5million won
5 Court 2015n0936 Director Joint penal provision Fine 1milion won
20160504 | Ujongbu Distict Cout 2015002173 |2 Emotiona] abuse Fine Smilion won
Director Joint penal provision Fine 1million won
Gimcheon Branch of Daegu District Ct Emotional abuse Fine 2million won
2014.07.02. 201 11
Court 2014godan149 Director Joint penal provision Fine 2milion won
3 | 20150423 | Daegu District Court 201402526 o Appeal Fine 2milion won
Director Appeal Innocence
The prosecutor appealed that the
2016.05.12. Supreme Court 2015d06781 Director sentence of acquittal for the Dismissal of appeal
director was unfair.
20150130 Uileongbu District Court Ct Emotional abuse Fine 3million won
R 2014godan2594 Director Emotional abuse Fine 3million won
4 2nd Investigation Division of
2015.08.21. Uileongbu District Court Director Dismissal of appeal Fine 3million won
2015n0492
2015.12.23. Supreme Court 20150013483 Director Dismissal of appeal Fine 3million won
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