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Abstract

Conflicts between the US and China over the
South China Sea and Korea's Responses

Kim Kang-nyeong*

This paper is to analyse conflict between the US and China over the South
China Sea and Korea's responses, To this end the paper is composed of 6
chapters titled instruction; the current status of South China Sea sovereignty
disputes; changes in US and Chinese maritime security strategies and the
strategic values of the South China Sea; key issues and future prospects for
US-China conflicts in the South China Sea; South Korea's security and
diplomatic responses; and conclusion,

The recent East Asian maritime security issue has evolved into a global
issue of supremacy between the US and China, beyond conflicts over territorial
disputes and demarcation among the countries in the region, China is pursuing
offensive ocean policy to expand economic growth. The core of the maritime
order that the United States intends to pursue is the freedom of navigation in
the oceans and the maintenance of maritime access. China is making artificial
islands in the South China Sea, claiming the sovereignty of these islands,
building strategic bases in East Asia, and securing routes. The United States
has developed several “Freedom of Navigation Operations’ to neutralize the
declaration of the territorial sea surrounding Chinese artificial islands, We can
not be free from marine conflicts in the South China Sea and the East China
Sea, Regarding the South China Sea dispute, it is expected that the strategic

competition and conflict between the two countries will intensify due to

97) President, Institute of Global Harmony, Development Advisor for the ROK's Navy, Ph.D
of Political Science,
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China’s failure to make concessions of core interests and adherence to the US
compliance with international norms. In the midst of conflict over the South
China Sea, we need a harmonious balance between our alliance security and
economic diplomacy. We must continue our efforts to strengthen the ROK-US
alliance but not to make China an enemy. Considering the significant impacts
of the oceans on the survival and prosperity of the nation, we must continue
to develop our interest in the oceans, appropriate investments and tactical

strategies.

Key Words: South China Sea, Maritime Territorial Dispute, Strategic Conflicts
between the US and China, Artificial Islands, Freedom of

Navigation Operation,
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