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A review on changes in Japanese school safety policy since 2000
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Abstract

School safety in Japan in the 21st century has been directly influenced by changes in school education
policy. The purpose of Japanese school education is to nurture self-reliance, cooperation, and creative
humanity by promoting ‘zest for life’. Reflecting this, the purpose of school safety is to strengthen
survival capabilities that students can overcome in any disaster situation. The main features of Japanese
school safety are as follows: 1) to emphasize ability to survive; 2) to focus on school safety role in
home and community; 3) to balance between school safety and school education; 4) to emphasize school
safety education through experiential and active learning; 5) to pursue safer school facilities; 6) to focus
on continuous improvement through PDCA(Plan-Do-Check-Act); 7) to spread the UN safe school model.
This analysis and discussion on Japanese school safety will give meaningful implications to Korea's

school safety which has recently undergone dramatic changes.
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