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Effect of Peer Victimization on Social Anxiety in Middle School Students and

The Mediating Role of Self-Concept

Ji Hye Kim - Ju Hee Park
Department of Child and Family Studies, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

This study examined the mediating effect of self-concept on the relationship of peer victimization and social
anxiety in middle school students. Study participants consisted of 235 (122 boys and 113 girls) first to third
graders from three middle schools located in Seoul and Gyung-gi province. The School Violence Experience Scale
and the Self-Concept Scale were used to measure research variables in the Korean version of Social Anxiety
Scale for adolescents. Descriptive statistics and Pearson's correlation coefficients were calculated to examine
the general tendency of study variables. In addition, structural equation modeling(SEM) was used to examine
the mediating model. The study results were as follows. First, the level of peer victimization of the middle school
students decreased the self-concept level; in addition, the self-concept level had a significant negative effect on
the social anxiety level. Second, the self-concept level fully mediated the peer victimization and social anxiety
relationship. In conclusion, a higher peer victimization level resulted in a lower self-concept level, that produced
a higher social anxiety level in middle school students. The results suggested that implementing effective
interventions to prevent peer victimization and encouraging a positive self-concept in middle school students
would make a significant contribution to reducing social anxiety.
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics for Measured Variables

Family and Environment Research fer

Table 2. Correlation Coefficients among Variables

Variable Possible score range M SD Variable 1 2 3 4
Social anxiety 18-90 47.19 13.06 1. Social anxiety -
Peer victimization 10-50 17.48 4.58 2. Peer victimization 18" -
Self-concept 15-75 54.98 834 3. Self-concept -24" 24" -
4. Sex 09 -13 -1 -
ojtf el 33¢) FF ik w& <ol diFshes Agelth & <05 p<01.

ox
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Table 3. Results of Confirmatory Factor Analysis on Peer Victimization

o] ulsR=A] elobi] $ial ATmEe sk 159
C} ARnE AZof okx QolEAL A)sle] =
59 jsfel zfoplide] Bfdtes 2RIsolaL, o
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= 7# ﬁizﬂfrﬂ HIE p< 001 R0 A folet Aod et
A So] ZAPHIQ Ro gL G-olnalA| 23
1 Y A AfLert 091 st
QBH R g o] Asle %]

Aol oI AR Zoleh e
2 A gatoe] st $AA0R elmale] A3k

Path of variable B SIE! CR p
Peer victimization — psychological violence 61 .10 7.61 p<.001
Peer victimization — cyber bullying and harassment WA 14 7.74 p<.001
Peer victimization — physical violence and extortion 83 A7 7.41 p<.001
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Table 4. Results of Confirmatory Factor Analysis on Self-Concept
Path of variable B S.E. C.R. P
Self-concept — academic self-concept .70 19 6.88 p<.001
Self-concept — physical self-concept 51 Al 6.84 p<.001
Self-concept — family self-concept .52 12 6.99 p<.001
Self-concept — social self-concept 81 .10 10.01 p<.001
Self-concept — ability self-concept .76 N 9.70 p<.001
Table 5. Fit Index of Structural Equation Model
¥ df p y'ldf NFI TLI CFI RMSEA
79.63 31 .00 2.56 87 .88 92 .08
Normed rit index; NFI, Tucker-Lewis index; TLI, comparative fit index; CFl, and root mean square error of approximation; RMSEA.
Table 6. Path Estimates of Observed Variables
Path of observed variable B B SE CR. p
Sex — social anxiety 1.98 .08 1.67 117 ns
Peer victimization — self-concept -45 -.31 17 -3.68 p<.001
Self-concept — social anxiety -2.49 -22 .62 -3.04 p<.01

© )

| Academic self—concept | | Physical self—concept || Family self—concept || Social self—concept || Ability self—concept |

Psychological violence

Cyber bullying and
Harrasement

Physical violence and
Extortion

“p<.001.

Figure 1. Path estimate of observed variables. ‘p<.01.

A3}, Table 50 AAE A3} o] (31)=79.63(p=.00), x’/df
=2,560.8 Wgo| At 520 HHe Ao SRIFI, of
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_ 2%
Self—Concept

Social Anxiety

AR 7] 98] AR2AE AESH éﬂ}% Table 61} Figure 1]
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Table 7. Direct, Indirect, and Total Effects Predicting Social Anxiety from Peer
Victimization through Self-Concept

Direct Indirect Total
Path of ob d variabl
ath of observed variaie effects effects effects
Peer victimization — social anxiety .00 o7 .07
Peer victimization — self-concept 2317 -31"
Self-concept — social anxiety -22" -22"
'p<.05. p<.01. "p<.001.

Table 8. Mediating Effects by Bootstrapping

95% confidence interval

Path of observed variable

Lower Upper
Peer victimization — social anxiety 02 A3 025
p<.01), Ef 53 Faf 0] w25 F3HYe Aopid
& pA o], o]zl0] ThA] ALBLERRS: Yol QO R Aget
& wojFoltt, %, wefol] o) AIA Ei Ae)H UEDS
3 AR Q8| FIYL A4 A9 S 7S 2
e Feo] At

og GrkstA wi=d], o]et &= Atopid o]
= ol fgloR AgRith= ofuoA] Eef ¥E7] @
ot AFElEQre] WAIE vi7fehS Holglet,

e H557 vlsieh Abeleet, T1e]ar xopid o] Al e, 1t
Han, Fans vepd Aik= Table 72 2k, B2 2553 1
a7} SO ARElERE 1He) LS Aoprdo] uirsh=A] 2}
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