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A Study on the Mediating Effect of Teacher-Child Relationship between Teacher’s
Empathy Ability and Child’s Peer Competence
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ABSTRACT

Objective: This study examined the relationships among teachers’ empathy ability,
children’s peer competence and teacher-child relationships.

Methods: 180 teachers and 360 children from 3 to 5 years old were included
in the study. The research variables were measured by teachers’ self-report
through questionnaires. The collected data were analyzed by #test, one-way
ANOVA, and three-step mediated regression analysis.

Results: First, teachers’ empathy ability and teacher-child relationship showed
significant differences according to teacher variables (age, marital status, parental
status). And children’s peer competence was significantly different according to
gender. Second, intimacy which was a subfactor of teacher-child relationships
showed a perfect mediating role in the association between teachers’ empathy
ability and peer competence.

Conclusion/Implications: These results suggest the importance of teacher-child’s
intimate relationships since it affects the child’s peer competence significantly.
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(E 1) LA L Rotel st by (N = 540)
E e E8(%)
AR by v
e
30A B2t 73 40.6
30-40A o|2t 49 27.2
40AM| ol&t 58 32.2
AR
34 ojgk 48 26.7
3-54 ojgt 34 18.9
5-104 o|gt 63 35.0
104 ol 35 19.4
zZERe
oj& 93 51.7
71z 87 48.3
iR
U 76 42.2
els 104 57.8
28 AHS (2429
2R 35 7 2.8
HUAL 25 59 23.5
HUAL 13 68 27.1
Totu=7|e 28 At 103 41.0
Folmg7(2 13 At 14 5.6
SEEE
TE3A| 60 33.3
THAA| 60 33.3
THB A 60 33.3
Al 180 100
Fotel Uuks v 360
ZE
ot 180 50.0
o{ot 180 50.0
SE
TE3A| 120 33.3
THAA| 120 33.3
TS A 120 33.3
A 360 100
A 540
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Akabst7| 8,9,10,11,12,13,14 7 .72
SEE A 15,16,17,18,19,20,21 7 .70
JHeld nE 22,23,23,25,26,27,28 7 71
T 28 .83

3) WA-FOFEHA

WAL-FolRAE =437 Y8l Pianta(1994)7F 7Hd3E wAR-f-o} # A 2 &= (Student-Teacher Re-

lationship Scale: STRS)E ©|# 4 (2001)°] MY, =% - &3 & A}%s}g}u}. o]y % 28%3

o7 Y 28, 45 128, JE4EYg o7 FAF Q) 7 319
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oln] gt} wWAL-fol@A A A Cronbach’s ax 8501 319 & =2
86, °|& 7282 YElg

(E 4) WA-FOEA steleel 74 9 MEE
ste|eol =2HE = Cronbach’s a

i 1,2,3,4,7,9,12,15,19,21,27,28 12 .84

rAe= 5,6,11,13,16,18,20,22,23,24,25,26 12 .86

o= 8,10,14,17 4 72

T 28 .86
3. oI Ext

w22 ANE] ool Aol Agale AEAS A4S setels] fal 2016 109
20¢ ~1049 22¢ RIzZtoj=ol R 23X 3 FX Y 2320 o]FolH wAl 59, §-X9 wAF 5 S T
B2 M| ZALS AAlste] AEAE HF sttt & A= 20161 109 249 ~2016
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wAte] SZSHL Rote| e RFs47ke| TAHA WA-FOREA || oiziEDt o7t

I Fo Aol A e F ATl Fofskdvh. EE frobe] T fred e A ste wAE Bt
o APEL Q' 1M Folst XM E 3H ool o2 MFsle] HEA ] SHI}EE ALA
o FAET & DdwAtlA HEAE Tt AFdE fote L A7t der =
AW s 19 ol 2AWUS 39 ootz sl G T AR S AFESlen, A E ol
el wAE skt AEA S 3 5ES Folr] A& ArArt AR sHe RSt
71 8 HsE x5 ekl

19 Abgate] EA ST AF AR ARSI 5 S AT

7] A3 Rz Wiitss ”%3}‘5\5—’, AF=F] AHEE F<3t7] 91380 Cronbach’s a & A&
W2 ApHE o] Alo]E AW H 7] & ttest} one-way ANOVA
% Duncan tests AAISATEH PR o g2 wALS] F35E I frof
Ab-frotdA o] mi7iA &S A E7] 93] Baron¥ Kenny
&35to] S AR Fohs] AR S AAISHL, Sobel tests F
S,

m. d++43

1. WAHHOI, FOIHQI0Y [HE wAl SZHSE, WA-RORZHA| & 70} 2 7S49| 10|

1) WA giel & Fof MYo| w2 WAL SZ53 W WA-FOFEA| AtO|

WAL FREE, wAFolRAZE mAPRQ(AY, AY, AERTE, AUFTF, gAH) uet
2ol 7F QeEA S AH K] A8 rtestt one-way ANOVAS AA|SAtH<E 5>). 1 23} wA}L
ey 7k A= wAb A9, AEfF, A Aol b f-o @ 2be] 7h yERR T 30
| wlske]l wARZE 304 o] mAtE T 33717 S-rdlem, vlE mAE 71 & wAR T A
Sl WA A e wAbET A7 2 A2 YELTh

WAR-frotdA o] 2 WAL AR, e, A Rl whek f9 3 Zpol 7t vEbsk =T, 30
vebsken, 7129 AR T ul &9l WA 2R e wAt
=& ACZ Ueigth 259 A5 400]749] WA 404 ml Rk
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(E 5) WApHQIn} Rof Mfof| mE WAL SZ 53 X WAR-FOI2HA XHO| (N =360)
HsH IIARROFEHA|
e 28 e mzmoaa MRS a1 25 9z
kazd i
oy
30Ml ojgb  3.28(.47) 3.12(.53)° 2.81(.37) 2.77(.61) 3.88(.44)° 1.57(.55)" 2.41(.83)
30-40M o2k 3.20(.51) 2.90(.51)® 2.82(.37) 2.65(.568) 3.72(.55)° 1.57(.54)° 2.23(.76)
40M| o4t 3.38(.52) 2.90(.49)° 2.83(.46) 2.60(.55) 3.57(.67)° 1.78(.67)° 2.20(.85)
F 1.89 3.88* .05 1.86 10.16** 5.00** 2.59
A4
3ud ojgt 3.29(.49) 3.04(.58) 2.79(.35) 2.80(.46) 3.78(.52) 1.67(.59) 2.43(.85)
3-6 ojgk  3.27(.44) 3.08(.49) 2.83(.33) 2.65(.65) 3.82(.48) 1.54(.55) 2.22(.84)
5-1044 0|2k 3.24(.50) 2.95(.50) 2.81(.45) 2.61(.68) 3.65(.63) 1.61(.57) 2.32(.77)
104 ol&  3.41(.66) 2.91(.60) 2.86(.44) 2.68(.68) 3.75(.567) 1.76(.68) 2.13(.83)
F 94 .97 21 1.18 1.60 1.78 2.08
dERT
oz 3.25(.62) 3.07(.564) 2.81(.37) 2.73(.51) 3.83(.49) 1.57(.54) 2.37(.81)
712 3.34(.47) 2.90(.48) 2.82(.43) 2.63(.58) 3.64(.62) 1.71(.64) 2.22(.83)
t -1.26 2.16* -14 1.30 3.32* -2.24* 1.73
MAFE
U 3.37(.48) 2.89(.49) 2.82(.43) 2.60(.59) 3.63(.64) 1.70(.65) 2.17(.82)
glg 3.23(.61) 3.06(.53) 2.81(.37) 2.75(.50) 3.82(.49) 1.59(.55) 2.39(.81)
t 1.91 -2.23* 15 -1.81 -3.14* 1.74 -2.48*
Shebol
DE3A| 3.26(.64) 2.94(.63) 2.84(.42) 2.70(.54) 3.74(.57) 1.63(.62) 2.39(.87)
SHAA| 3.22(.48) 2.99(.55) 2.74(.38) 2.62(.50) 3.76(.6)  1.66(.58) 2.31(.75)
DS A| 3.40(.47) 3.04(.48) 2.88(.39) 2.73(.59) 3.71(.53) 1.62(.59) 2.19(.83)
F 2.05 58 2.00 .62 .30 12 1.83
My
o} - - - - 3.69(.51) 1.71(.69) 2.21(.75)
ofo} - - - - 3.78(.61) 1.57(.59) 2.38(.88)
t - - - - -1.45 2.13 -1.96

*p< .05, p<.01, ¥ p<.001.
<. Duncan’s test: a > b > c.
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2) FopHelo| w2 [of E2f Ao X

frol wel fsgol fopdd(@H, Ad)el wE Aozt deA S Ay
one-way ANOVAE HAATH<E 6>). 21 AI} fo} =
Fol@ Aol7h ek, olobrl ourt x4l 3
WA el w59 @ 2ol sk LA ek, €12
thA ergiet

(Z 6) Fotgelof e Fot =2 R4 Ato| (N =360)

e
FEy NEIE A
o
TE3A]| 3.33(.85) 3.19(.84) 3.32(.85)
THAA| 3.40(.92) 3.32(.82) 3.43(.88)
TS A 3.30(.87) 3.27(.88) 3.35(.87)
F .39 7 .49
Aed
=ot 3.29(.89) 3.11(.84) 3.32(.90)
o{o} 3.39(.86) 3.41(.82) 3.41(.82)
t -1.08 -3.45"" -1.00

*p< .05, ¥p<.01, " p<.001.

2. WAl S2SHD} 70 2l RS2l ZHAINIAM wA-FORZEAI| DH7HE gt

WA FAEYH frob Y R he BACA mAR-foldA Y wiviA 4TS AT R
$3l Baronr} Kenny(1986)7} A|<tet 39t A H & dl & Al&35te] AN S HAAGAT & A
Tl A AlEL A WA DACA wAte] FREHEHE SHHACE wA-frolHA &)
Aale FEHHRCR dto] T3NS A on, T HAl DA A nAL Fd5E S
ZYPolo g fol Y F5AS FHAA0 R dlo] WA EA S AAEA T Al HA ©A
ol A WAL T3 wA-FroldAl Y 8QlE FAl SHBQICR dta frof Y f54
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