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Evaluation of musculoskeletal disorders risk of 119
emergency medical technicians during emergency medical

services procedures in firefighter combat challenge
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2Department of Occupational & Environmental Medicine, Ajou University

=Abstract =

Purpose: The purpose of the study was to evaluate the ergonomic risk factors of 119 emergency medical
technicians (EMT) with musculoskeletal disorders, performing emergency medical services (EMS)
procedures in a firefighter combat challenge,

Methods: The evaluated EMT procedures were cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) & intubation, trauma
patient assessment, and intravenous (IV) injection, Measurement of working posture was done during
training,

Results: In CPR & intubation, OWAS—score was 2 (mean 1,9, maximum 4), requiring correction action,
while REBA—score was 11 (mean 7,28, maximum 11), requiring immediate improvement, In trauma patient
assessment & IV injection, OWAS—score was 4 (mean 2.9, maximum 4), requiring immediate correction
action, while the REBA score was 7 (mean 7,5, maximum 11), requiring improvement,

Conclusion: Both OWAS score and REBA-—score showed improvement of posture and high—risk of
musculoskeletal disorders, Occupational health management in EMS procedures during combat challenge and

effective injury prevention program in fire stations are warranted,
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"REBA: Rapid entire body assessment
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Table 3. Measurement of cardiopulmonary resuscitation and intubation
) OWAS REBA
Action description s::li(::;e . Score t Score
Formula (Level) Formula (Level)
Field assessment 1 1,1,2,1 1(1) (1,1,1)+0=A(1), (1,2,1)+0=B(1), C(1)+0=1 1(1)
Ese;fsc;ﬁzfl?emal) 2 4161 44 (2+L1+1,1+2)+0=A6), (1,2,)+0=B(1), C(6)+0=6  6(2)
?;:gf:aﬁon & pulse 3 4161  4(4)  (3+L1+11+2)+0=A(7), (1,2,2)+0=B(2), C(7)+1=8  8(3)
CPR start & AED 4 2,1,6,1 22  (3,1,142)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+2=10 10(3)
attachment 5 2,1,6,1 22 (3,1,142)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+2=10 10(3)
Patient analysis 6 1,1,6,1 1Q) (1,1,1+2)+0=A(3), (3+1,2,1)+0=B(5), C(4)+0=4 4(2)
Defibrillation 7 1,1,6,1 1Q) (2,1,1+2)+0=A(4), (1,2,1)+0=B(1), C(3)+0=3 3(1)
CPR(chest 8 2,1,6,1 202)  (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
compression) 9 2,1,6,1 22)  (3,1,142)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
CPR(respiration) 10 1,1,6,1 1(1) (1,1,14+2)+0=A(3), (1+1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+3=5 5(2)
CPR(chest 1 2,1,6,1 22)  (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
compression) 12 2,1,6,1 22)  (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
CPR(respiration) 13 1,1,6,1 101) (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (1+1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+3=5 5(2)
CPR(chest 14 2,1,6,1 202)  (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
compression) 15 2,1,6,1 202 (3,1,142)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
CPR(respiration) 16 1,1,6,1 1Q) (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (1+1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+3=5 5(2)
CPR(chest 17 2,1,6,1 202)  (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
compression) 18 2,1,6,1 202)  (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
CPR(respiration) 19 1,1,6,1 1Q) (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (1+1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+3=5 5(2)
CPR(chest 20 2,1,6,1 22 (3,1,142)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
compression) 21 2,1,6,1 22)  (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
CPR(respiration) 22 1,1,6,1 10) (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (1+1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+3=5 5(2)
Patient analysis 23 1,1,6,1 1Q) (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (3+1,2,1)+0=B(5), C(4)+0=4 4(2)
Defibrillation 24 1,3,6,1 1Q) (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (2,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+0=2 2(1)
CPR(chest 25 2,1,6,1 202 (3,1,142)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
compression) 26 2,1,6,1 202)  (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
CPR(respiration) 27 1,1,6,1 10) (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (1+1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+3=5 5(2)
CPR(chest 28 2,1,6,1 22)  (3,1,142)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
compression) 29 2,1,6,1 202 (3,1,142)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)

"Formula: (back, arm, leg, weight)

*Formula: (trunk, neck, leg) + weight = A score / (upper arm, lower arm, wrist) + handle = B score
C score + activity score = REBA score

CPR:! cardiopulmonary resuscitation, AED: automated external defibrillator
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Action OWAS REBA
Action description sequence  Formula’ Score Formula' Score
(Level) (Level)
CPR(respiration) 30 1,1,6,1 11) (1,1,1+2)+0=A(3), (1+1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+3=5 5(2)
CPR(chest 31 2,1,6,1 22)  (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
compression) 32 2,1,6,1 2(2) (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
CPR(respiration) 33 1,1,6,1 1(1) (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (1+1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+3=5 5(2)
CPR(chest 34 2,1,6,1 22)  (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
compression) 35 2,1,6,1 2(2) (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
CPR(respiration) 36 1,1,6,1 1(1) (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (1+1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+3=5 5(2)
CPR(chest 37 2,1,6,1 22)  (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
compression) 38 2,1,6,1 2(2) (3,1,1+2)+1=A(6), (3,2,2+1)+0=B(5), C(8)+3=11 11(4)
CPR(respiration) 39 1,1,6,1 1(1) (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (1+1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+3=5 5(2)
Patient analysis 40 1,3,6,1 1(1) (1,1,1+2)+0=A(3), (3+1,2,1)+0=B(5), C(4)+0=4 4(2)
Patient assessment 41 4,1,6,1 4(4) (2+1,1+1,1+2)+0=A(6), (1,2,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+0=6 6(2)
] 42 1,1,6,1 1(1) (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+0=2 2(1)
ng;gj;lggn 43 41,61 4(4)  (2+1,1+1,142)+0=A(6), (1,2,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+0=6 6(2)
44 2,1,6,1 202)  (2,2,1+2)+0=A(5), (1,2,1)+0=B(1), C(4)+0=4 4(2)
Intubation posture 45 2,1,6,1 2(2) (1,1,1+2)+0=A(3), (1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+0=2 2(1)
o ) 46 2,1,6,1 22)  (3,2,1+2)+0=A(6), (1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+0=6 6(2)
Intubation insertion
47 2,1,6,1 22)  (3,2,1+2)+0=A(6), (1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+0=6 6(2)
?g‘%}f:ﬁngﬁzﬁin 48 2.1,6.1 22 (1,1,142)+0=A(3), (1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(2)+0=2 21)
Auscultation 49 4,16.1 4(4)  (2+1,1,1+2)+0=A(5), (2,1,1)+0=B(1), C(4)+0=4 4(2)
Tube fixing 50 4,1,6.1 4(4)  (3+1,141,1+2)+0=A(7), (3+1,1,1)+0=B(4), C(8)+0=8  8(3)
Transfer decision 51 2.1.6,1 202  (2.1,142)+0=A(4), (1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(3)+0=3 3(1)
Formula: (back, arm, leg, weight)
TFormula: (trunk, neck, leg) + weight = A score / (upper arm, lower arm, wrist) + handle = B score
C score + activity score = REBA score
CPR: cardiopulmonary resuscitation
Table 4, Mode, maximum, mean of cardiopulmonary resuscitation and intubation
Number OWAS REBA
Action of Static . R
Tmages Mode Maximum Mean Mode Maximum Mean
Field assessment 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Response (mental #
as;)essmer(lt ) 1 4 4 4 6T 6 6
Respiration & pulse check 1 4* 4 4 ST 8 8
CPR start & AED attachment 2 2" 2 2 10 10 10
Patient analysis 3 1 1 1 4WL 4
Defibrillation 2 1 1 1 2,3 3 2.5
CPR(chest compression) 20 2* 2 2 11WL 11 11
CPR(respiration) 10 1 1 1 5 f 5 5
Patient assessment 1 4* 4 4 GJr 6 6
Intubation preparation 3 1,2,4 4 2.3 2,46 6 4
Intubation posture 1 9 2 2 2 2 2
Intubation insertion 2 2* 2 2 6* 6 6
Bag valve mask ventilation 1 2* 2 2 2 2 2
Auscultation 1 4* 4 4 4 i 4 4
Tube fixing 1 4 4 4 gt 8 8
Transfer decision 1 9 2 2 3 3 3

"OWAS(Risk level 2 or higher): need to improve working posture
tREBA(Risk level 2 or higher): need to improve working posture
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Fig. 2. Work sampling of trauma patient assessment and intravenous injection, (interval: 10

seconds)
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Table 5, Measurement of trauma patient assessment and intravenous injection
Action OWAS REBA
Action description sequence  Formula’ Score Formula' Score
(Level) (Level)
Field stability 1 1,1,2,1 1(1) (1,1,1)+1=A(1), (1,2,1)+0=B(1), C(1)+0=1 1(0)
Head immobilization 2 2,1,6,1 2(2) (4,2,1+2)+0=A(7),(3-1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(7)+1=8 3(3)
Mental assessment 3 4,1,6,1 4(4) (441,1+1,1+2)+0=A(8), (3,1,1)+0=B(3), C(8)+1=9 9(3)
?ﬁ:ggamon & pulse 4 21,61 202 (4+1,1+1,142)+0=A(8), (3,1,1)+0=B(3), C(8)+1=9 9(3)
Oxygen apply & 5 4,1,6,1 4(4) (4+1,1+1,1+2)+0=A(8), (3,1,1)+0=B(3), C(8)+1=9 9(3)
head check 6 2,1,6,1 2(2) (4+1,1+1,14+2)+0=A(8), (3,1,1)+0=B(3), C(8)+1=9 9(3)
Neck check 7 4,2,6,1 4(4) (4+1,1+1,1+2)+0=A(8), (3,1,1)+0=B(3), C(8)+1=9 9(3)
Neck immobilization 8 4,1,6,1 4(4) (4+1,1+1,1+2)+0=A(8), (3,1,1)+0=B(3), C(8)+1=9 9(3)
9 4,2,6,1 4(4) (4+1,1+1,1+2)+0=A(8), (3,1,1)+0=B(3), C(8)+1=9 9(3)
10 4,1,6,1 4(4) (4+1,2+1,1+2)+0=A(9), (3—1,2,1)+0=B(2), C(9)+1=10 10(3)
1 4,1,6,1 4(4) (3+1,1,1+2)+0=A(6), (2,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
chest monitoring 12 4,1,6,1 4(4) (3+1,1,1+2)+0=A(6), (2,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
13 1,1,6,1 1(1) (1+1,1,1+2)+0=A(4), (1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(3)+1=4 4(2)
14 4,1,6,1 4(4) (3+1,1,1+2)+0=A(6), (2,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
15 4,1,6,1 4(4) (3+1,1,1+2)+0=A(6), (2,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
. 16 4,1,6,1 4(4) (3+1,1,1+2)+0=A(6), (2,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
Abdominal check
17 4,1,6,1 4(4) (3+1,1,1+2)+0=A(6), (2,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
18 4,1,6,1 4(4) (2+1,2+1,1+2)+0=A(7), (1,2,1)+0=B(1), C(7)+1=8 8(3)
Arms check
19 4,1,6,1 4(4) (2+1,2+1,1+2)+0=A(7), (1,2,1)+0=B(1), C(7)+1=8 8(3)
Pelvic check 20 4,1,6,1 4(4) (3+1,1,1+2)+0=A(6), (2,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
Legs check 21 2,1,6,1 2(2) (4,2,1+2)+0=A(7), (8,2,1)+0=B(4), C(8)+1=9 9(3)
22 2,1,6,1 2(2) (4,2,1+2)+0=A(7), (8,2,1)+0=B(4), C(8)+1=9 9(3)
Patient surveillance 23 2,1,6,1 2(2) (4,2,1+2)+0=A(7), (3-1,2,1)+0=B(2), C(7)+1=8 8(3)
& log roll 24 2,1,6,1 2(2) (1,1,142)+2+1=A(6), (1-1,1,1)+2=B(3), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
Back check 25 2,1,6,1 2(2) (2+1,1+1,1+2)+2=A(8), (1-1,1,1)+2=B(3), C(8)+1=9 9(3)
Patient 26 2,1,6,1 2(2) (2+1,141,1+2)+2=A(8), (1-1,1,1)+2=B(3), C(8)+1=9 9(3)
immobilization I 27 4,1,6,1 4(4) (3+1,1,1+2)+0=A(6), (2,2,1)+0=B(2), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
Patient movement 28 2,1,4,1 3(3) (4,2,1+1)+2+1=A(9), (3—1,2,1)+2=B(4), C((10)+1=11 11(4)
“Formula: (back, arm, leg, weight)
Formula: (trunk, neck, leg) + weight = A score / (upper arm, lower arm, wrist) + handle = B score
C score + activity score = REBA score
Table 5. Measurement of trauma patient assessment and intravenous injection (continued)
R OWAS REBA
Action description Action * Score t Score
sequence  Formula (Level) Formula (Level)
Equipment 29 2,1,6,1 2(2) (2+1,1,1+2)+0=A(5), (1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(4)+1=5 5(2)
verification & fluid
preparation 30 2,1,6,1 2(2) (3+1,1,1+2)+0=A(6), (1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
31 2,1,6,1 2(2) (4,1,1+2)+0=A(6), (2-1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
IV & fluid 32 2,1,6,1 22)  (4,1,142)+0=A(6), (2-1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
connection 33 2,1,6,1 202)  (4,1,142)+0=A(6), (2-1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
34 2,1,6,1 2(2) (4,1,1+2)+0=A(6), (2-1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
35 2,1,6,1 2(2) (2.1.1+2)+1=A(5), (2—-1,1,1)+2=B(3), C(4)+1=5 5(2)
Fracture treatment
36 2,1,6,1 22) (2.1.142)+1=A(5), (2-1,1,1)+2=B(3), C(4)+1=5 5(2)
Patient 37 4,1,6,1 4(4)  (3+1,1,1+42)+0=A(6). (2-1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
immobilization I 38 4,1,6,1 4(4) (3+1,1,1+2)+0=A(6). (2—-1,1,1)+0=B(1), C(6)+1=7 7(2)
Transfer decision 39 2.1,2,3 3(3) (3,1,142)+2+1=A(8), (2+1,2,2)+2=B(7), C(10)+1=11 11(4)
Transfer 40 1,1,2,3 1(1) (1,1,1)+2+1=A(4), (1-1,1,2)+2=B(4), C(4)+1=5 5(2)

“Formula: (back, arm, leg, weight)

T Formula: (trunk, neck, leg) + weight = A score / (upper arm, lower arm, wrist) + handle = B score
C score + activity score = REBA score
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Table 6. Mode, maximum, mean of trauma patient assessment and intravenous injection

Number OWAS REBA
Action of Static X .
Tmages Mode Maximum Mean Mode Maximum Mean

Field stability 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Head immobilization 1 2* 2 2 8f 8 8
Mental assessment 1 4 4 4 9Jr 9 9
Respiration & pulse check 1 2* 2 2 9* 9 9
S;eycg;n apply & head 2 9.4" 4 3 ot 9 9
Neck check 1 4* 4 9* 9
Neck immobilization 2 4 4 4 9Jr 9 9
chest monitoring 6 4* 4 3.5 7* 10 7
Abdominal check 2 4 4 4 Al 7 7
Arms check 2 4* 4 4 8* 8 8
Pelvic check 1 4 4 4 7' 7 7
Legs check 2 9 2 2 9f 9 9
f(e)altllent surveillance & log 9 2* 9 9 7,8T 3 75
Back check 1 2 2 2 of

Patient immobilization I 2 2.4 3 7.97 9

Patient movement 3 3 11T 1 11
IV & fluid connection 4 2 2 2 Al 7 7
Fracture treatment 2 2* 2 2 5* 5 5
Patient immobilization I 2 4 4 4 7* 7 7
Transfer decision 1 3 3 3 1t 1 11
Transfer 1 1 1 1 5* 5 5

"OWAS(Risk level 2 or higher): need to improve working posture
TREBA(Risk level 2 or higher): need to improve working posture
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Table 7. Mode, maximum, and mean of events

Number OWAS REBA
Action of static
images Mode Maximum Mean Mode Mazximum Mean
Cardiopulmonary
resuscitation and 51 2 4 1.9 11 11 7.28
intubation
Trauma patient and 40 4 4 2.9 7 1 75
intravenous injection
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