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The Mediating Effects of Depression in the Relationships between
Marital Conflict and Parenting Behavior of Young Children’s Fathers
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to examine the mediating effects of depression in the relationships
between marital conflict and parenting behavior of fathers. The data from fathers of 1703 4-year-old children
participating in the Panel Study of Korean Children was analyzed. Findings of this study from structural
equation modeling analysis indicated that marital conflict was associated positively with depression. Parenting
behavior was predicted by depression. Marital conflict had a negative effect on parenting behavior. This study

showed that the relationships between marital conflict and parenting behavior were mediated by depression.

Key Words : Marital conflict, Depression, Parenting behavior, Fathers, Children
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