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Problems with the Application of the Concept of
“Original Form” to Natural Heritage
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Abstract

This essay explores the problems with applying the concept of “original form” to natural heritage when
it is based on originality and diachronic, historical period. It also suggests an alternative perception that the

5

concept of “original form” can be considered based upon “integrity”.

First, the conceptual framework for applying the concept of “original form” falls into three types: one that
centers on the time point at which heritage originated; another that respects the diachronic characteristics
of the concept of “original form”; and the last that bases original form on a particular time after the heritage

originated.

Second, the national policy for the conservation of natural monuments and scenic sites stayed at the level
of consulting the Decree on the Preservation of Treasures, Historical Remains, Scenic Sites, and Natural
Monuments of Joseon, under Japanese colonial rule. And after the legal framework was established through
enacting and proclaiming of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act in 1962, 564 cases have been designated as

natural monuments.

Third, the natural conservation movement, the first national policy for natural heritage, was initiated
from the heritage field, but the Environment Ministry subsumed all nature-related policies and ever since the
heritage agency (Cultural Heritage Administration) has implemented only heritage policies regarding “cultural”
heritage. The present state of the coexisting policies about the natural heritage by the Environment Ministry
and the Cultural Heritage Administration resulted in leading the public confused about official terms and main

policy agency of natural heritage.

Fourth, the difficulty of applying the concept of “original form” to natural heritage stems from the fact that
natural heritage is inherently distinct from cultural heritage, which is placed at the center of the heritage policies

implemented by the heritage agency. In addition, natural heritage, similatly distinct from the overall natural
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environment, has evolved in a way that incorporates human culture and thus diversely includes characteristics
of originality, diachrony, and historical period. Under these circumstances, an incorporative, professional

approach is required rather than independent approaches for each type of natural heritage.

In conclusion, this essay suggests that issues related to the restoration of original conditions of natural
heritage should be resolved through the application of the “integrity” concept by restoring “the characteristics
of an object or a place that imbue it with meaning and value,” with consideration given to efforts for alleviating
logical contradictions within the concept of “original form” through the preparation of standards and

guidelines for the restoration of original condition.
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