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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate changes of Jinju Sword Dance, characteristics of the changes,
and the current condition of its preservation and succession after the designation as the important intangible
cultural property no. 12 in January 16th, 1967. In other words, this study understands the situation which has
established the present state of <Jinju Sword Dance> after changes over generations.

As of now. the year of 2015, the 3 generation <Jinju Sword Dance> holders have been approved since
1967. In 1967, 8 members of 1" generation holders were selected from gisaengs of Gwonbeon. However,
the succession training was incomplete due to conflicts among the holders, the deaths of some holders, and
economic activities of the individuals. As the need of a pivot for succession training and activities was rising,
Seong, Gye-Ok was additionally approved as the 2™ generation holder on June 21%, 1978. Seong, Gye-Ok who
had never been a gisaeng had dramatically changed <Jinju Sword Dance> with a lot of new attempts. After
the death of Seong, Gye-Ok in 2009, Kim, Tae-Yeon and Yu, Yeong-Hee were approved as the 3" generation
holders in February, 2010.

Based on the resources including the "Cultural Research Reports of Important Intangible Cultural
Propertiesyin 1966 and videos up to 2014, the changes of the dance and surroundings are as follow.

1. The formation of musical accompaniment has been changed during the 3 generations. In the video of the 1*
generation(in 1970), the performance lasted about 15 minutes, whereas the performance lasted 25 minutes
in the video of the 2™ generation. Yumbuldoduri rthythm was considered as Ginyumbul(Sangryeongsan)
and played more slowly. The original dance requiring only 15 rhythms was extended to 39 rhythms to
provide longer performance time. In the 3" generation, the dance recovered 15 rhythms using the term
Ginyumbul. The facts that Yumbul was played for 3 minutes in the 1" generation but for 5 minutes in the
3rd generation shows that there was tendency pursuing the slowness from the 2™ generation.

2. For the composition of the Dance, the performance included additional 20 thythms of Ginyumbul and
Ah(@i)-shaped formation from the 2™ generation. From the 3" generation, the performance excluded the
formation which had no traditional base. For the movement of the Dance, the bridge poses of Ggakjittegi and

Bangsukdoli have been visibly inflexible. Also, the extention of time value in 1 beat led the Dance less vibrant.
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3. At the designation as an important intangible cultural property (in 1967), the swords with rotatable necks
were used, whereas the dancers had been using the swords with non-rotatable necks since late 1970s when
the 2™ generation holder began to used them. The swords in the Research Reports; (in 1966) was pointy
and semilunar, whereas the straight swords are being used currently. The use of the straight swords can be
confirmed from the videos after 1970.

4. There is no change in wearing Jeonlib, Jeonbok, and Hansam, whereas the arrangement of Sackdong
of Hansam was different from the arrangement shown in the MResearch Reports;. Also, dancers were

considered to begin wearing the navy skirts when the swords with non-rotatable necks began to be used.

Those results showed that <Jinju Sword Dance> has been actively changed for 50 years after the
designation. The 2™ generation holder, Seong, Gye-Ok, was the pivot of the changes. However, <Jinju Sword
Dance>, which was already designated as an important intangible cultural property, is considered to be only
a victim of the change experiment from the project to restore Gyobang culture in Jinju, and it is a priority to
conduct studies with historical legitimacy. First of all, the slowing beat should be emphasized as the main fact

to reduce both the liveliness and dynamic beauty of the Dance.

Keyword Jinju Sword Dance, Cultural Research Reports of Important Intangible Cultural Properties, Important Intangible Cultural
Property, Yumbul Doduri, Dance Formation, Dance Movement
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