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Significance and Limitations of the Public Participatory
National R&D Project: A Case Study on X-Project

Seongwon Park - Seola Jin

Abstract : The paper investigates X-project, in which the public was invited to
participate in a national R&D project, examines how X-project attracted the public’s
attention and involved them in a national R&D project, and discusses the significance and
limitations of X-project. X-project was executed by a 12 citizen-led committee,
financially supported by the Ministry of Science, ICT, and Future Planning, and backed
by the Science and Technology Policy Institute. People raised 6,212 questions that
reflected the severe needs they experienced in their daily lives through the online and
offline platforms of X-project. In addition, the committee members, scholars, experts,
government officials, and citizens gathered together to select the fifty most provocative
and novel of the questions raised by the public, and invited public participation to answer
the questions in innovative ways. 310 research teams including professional researchers
from universities and institutes, high—school students, lay persons, and corporate workers
applied for X-project, and 54 of these teams were finally selected to receive funding from
the government.

Through planning and conducting X-project, as well as interviewing and surveying the
participants in X-project and non-participants, we found that there was an enormous
social consensus on the necessity of public participatory national R&D projects. People
asserted that science and technology should put a greater focus on solving social
problems and satisfying public needs. We also confirmed that the public could take part
in national R&D projects. Most of all, we found that the questions raised by the public
were very challenging, novel, and complex, and thus researchers need break—through
approaches to address them. It can be also argued that through experiencing the
X-project citizens can regard themselves as ones who are not only recipients of the

benefits of the development of science and technology, but also contributors of the
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development of them. We finally argue that there are some limitations to X-project in
terms of how to provide diverse incentives that attract more participation, how to develop
the process in which people got involved in the project in more easy ways, and how to
create new ways for lay persons and professional researchers to cooperate in solving

social problems.

Key Words : X—project, National R&D, Citizen science, Participation, Convergence
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