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A Study on the Proscenium Type Stage Space Composition for Musical Performance
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to provide a reference for stage planning by analyzing current state of major
theaters’ stage space and understanding feedback from directors belonged to theaters. Each room in total 18
theaters' stage facilities was measured and their usage and requirements were analyzed on the spot. In addition,
each director provided their experiential knowledge about appropriate stage composition for musical performance.
The findings are as follow: under stage machinery is not needed for musical. Tour teams prefer to use their own
show-deck for set conversion. On the other hand, over stage flying system needs to be able to deal with dense,
fast, and accurate scene change. The size and location of the motor room needs to be carefully considered. The
number of set battens is directly linked up with the size of the motor room, which should be located lower than
the gridiron. As stage sets get bigger and complicated, the number of works at the gridiron is also increasing.
The grating floor has to have enough strength coping with machines lifting heavy sets. Most sound control for
musical performance is being done at F.O.H. these days rather that in the sound control room. It should equip
enough work area and related infra especially for tour teams. 1st gallery needs to have enough effective width,

power infra for lighting fixture, and strong guardrail.

Lastly, the whole process of parking-unloading-transporting

equipments and sets from loading dock to stage and vice versa needs to be efficient, and this has to be

carefully considered from early stage of planning.
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