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  Abstract : The intermediate product resulting from the radical degradation experiment of PCE 
and the atomic charge gained through Gaussian03W were compared against each other. The result 
was that the ratio of PCE  radical degradation was almost 98% or higher after the 9 hr  point in 
reaction time. The reaction speed constant was 0.16 hr-1 and it followed the first reaction. We 
could see that at each location of the PCE molecule, dechlorination happened at a point where the 
negative atomic charge was the greatest. Moreover, the intermediate product of PCE radical 
degradation that was confirmed in the experiment and literature coincided exactly with the 
intermediate product in the atomic charge calculation. Therefore, when the atomic charge is 
calculated, the radical degradation pathway of the organic chlorine compound could be forecast. 
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1. Introduction

  Recently, pollution of the soil or 
underground water caused by chlorinated 
volatile organic coumpounds such as 
Perchloroethylene (PCE) is emerging as a big 
issue [1-3]. Purification policies to date have 
used aeration by drawing on polluted 
underground water [4] or using suction of the 
soil gas [5]. However, such methods use 
adsorption of the polluted gas by active 
coal[6] and therefore the active coal needs to 
be reprocessed. Meanwhile, as a way of 
directly degrading  PCE or trichloroethylene
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(TCE), biotreatment is considered but this 
takes a long time and a stable efficiency is 
hard to achieve. Moreover, unlike TCE, PCE 
is impossible to dechlorinize in the early stages 
using just aerobic microbial decomposition. 
Because of this, chemical or physical 
treatments are used for PCE. Therefore, in this 
study, Fenton treatment is focused on as a 
quick treatment for PCE. This is a reaction 
generating OH radical through hydrogen 
peroxide and ferrous chloride. Transition metal 
generates from the hydrogen peroxide 
·OH[7-8]. The Fenton treatment method that 
uses a powerful oxidant which is ·OH is used 
for high concentration PCE, TCE-polluted 
water or DNAPL(Dense Non-Aqueous Phase 
Liquid). There are many papers on the Fenton 
treatment of  PCE  and TCE.  Leung  et  al. 
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completely turns the asorbed PCE on the sand 
into inorganic matter, leading to dichloroacetic 
acid being the only intermediate product[9]. 
Moreover, Sawyer et al. also reported that 
98% of PCE was turned into inorganic matter 
through Fenton treatment using ferrous porous 
materials[10]. Another example is that Sims et 
al. reported that when the ratio of  H2O2/PCE  
was in the range of 10-25 and the ratio of  
Fe/H2O2  was higher than 0.2, it was possible 
to turn almost 100% of the PCE into 
inorganic matter [11]. Meanwhile, as for the 
intermediate product, Several degradation 
pathway through dichloroacetic acid were 
reported[12-15]. Ollis  et al. used 
photocatalyst to degrade PCE but reported 
that no dichloroacetic acid was not 
generated[16]. Glaze  et al. reported the 
pathway of generating TCAC and DCAA in 
the photocatalyst degradation of PCE through 
the reaction of ·OH and PCE[17]. Despite 
reports that through Fenton treatment PCE can 
be turned to inorganic matter, there is hardly 
any reports on the theoretical analysis of the 
reaction product. [18-20]. Therefore, this 
study verified the possibility of turning PCE 
into inorganic matter through Fenton 
treatment, identify the intermediate product 
and calculate the charge using the DFT 
method to compare with the intermediate 
product. 
 
 

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Materials

  The following materials were used in PCE 
degradation experiment: PCE (98%, 
AccuStandard); TCAA (95%, Waco); DCAA 
(99%, Waco); H2O2 (30%, Waco); 
FeSO4·7H2O(97%, Aldrich); Na2SO3 (99%, 
Aldrich); Na2SO4 (99%, Aldrich); NaOH 
(97%, Aldrich); MTBE (98%, Aldrich); H2SO4 

(98%, Aldrich); ethylacetate (99%, Waco).
 

2.2. Methods

  2.2.1 PCE degradation experiment 
  Since pH condition is the most important 
parameter in Fenton treatment, as a 
preliminary experiment, a PCE solution of 
initial concentration of 162 mg/L(1 mmol/L) 
and H2O2 solution with an initial 
concentration of 1,000 mg/L were made. After 
adjuting them for pH 2.0, 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 
4.5, 5.0, and 6.0, FeSO4·7H2O was added so 
that the concentration would become 
1,000mg/L, and left at room temperature for 
24 hours for reaction. The result was that at 
each pH level, the PCE degradation ratio was, 
respectively, 33, 67, 98, 97, 9%, 82%, 71, and 
55%. So the initial pH was set at 3-4 . 
H2SO4 was used to adjust the initial pH to 
3.5, and into a 100 mL vial, was added so 
that the concentration of PCE, FeSO4·7H2O, 
and H2O2 would be 162 mg/L, 1,000 mg/L, 
and 500-2,000 mg/L, respectively. 
 
  2.2.2 PCE concentration measurement 
  After a certain amount of reaction time, in 
order to prevent the volatility of PCE, the 
reaction container was dipped into liquid 
nitrogen to rapidly freeze it. Na2SO3 was 
added to stop the reaction. Then ethylacetate 
10 mL was added for a 24 hour agitation to 
extract PCE. 
 
  2.2.3 Measurement of ratio of inorganic 
       matter conversion 
  Before starting the reaction, the gas within 
the reaction container was exchanged for 
nitrogen to remove  CO2. After a certain 
amount of time has passed for reaction, a 
syringe was used to insert 1N NaOH so that 
CO2 was absorbed into the solution.  Next, a 
total organic carbon meter (TOC5000A: 
Shimazu) was used to measure the organic 
carbon amount. 
 
  2.2.4 Identification of the reaction product 
  In order to terminate reaction, H2SO4 was 
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added, MTBE 5 mL was added and the 
solvent was collected two times. After Na2SO4 
was added to the solvent and dehydrated, 2 
mL of it was taken to be added with 
diazomethanen-MTBE to methylize the solvent. 
This solution was analyzed qualitatively using 
GC/MS(589-2 Hewlett Packard) (For the 
column, HP-1 was used). For quantitative 
analysis, GC-ECD was used.
 

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. The ratio of PCE degradation and 

conversion of into inorganic matter 

with the addition of H2O2 

  The Fenton reaction differs in degradation 
efficiency dpending on how much H2O2 or 
FeSO4·7H2O were added. Therefore, the 
concentration of PCE and FeSO4·7H2O  were 
maintained at a certain level, while the 
concentration of H2O2 was changed within the 
range of 500-2,000 mg/L to evaluate the 
degradation ratio of PCE. The result was that 
when the concentration of H2O2 was 1,000 
mg/L, the PCE degradation rate was the 
highest at 98%. The removal rate of PCE is 
shown in Fig. 1. PCE  radical degradation rate 
was almost more than 98% after the 9 hr. 
The reaction speed constant was 0.16 hr-1 and 
it seemed to follow the primary reaction. At 
reaction time 12 hr, the PCE concentration 
temporarily increases, but this seems to be an 
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Fig. 1 Removal PCE by Fenton treatment.  

error in the experiment. However after 
reaction time 24 hr, approximately 1.6% of 
the PCE was found to remain, indicating that 
the PCE degradation occurs rpaidly but it 
takes a long time for it to degrade 100%. 

3.2. Identification of the degradation 

    product and DCAA degradation rate 

The solution that had completed the Fenton 
reaction was methylized and using GC-MS, 
the product of PCE Fenton reaction was 
investigated. The result found TCAA but 
DCAA which was reported in other literature, 
was not found. Since there is a high likelihood 
that DCAA would also be an intermediate 
product of PCE, the result of treating DCAA 
with an initial concentration of 126 mg/L(1 
mmol/L) is shown in Fig. 2.
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    Fig. 2. Removal of DCAA by Fenton 
           treatment.  
 
  Fig. 2 shows that 80% of the DCAA at the 
initial concentration degrades within 5hr. This 
result follows a similar pattern to the PCE 
degradation rate shown in Fig. 1, indicating 
that for PCE and DCAA, Fenton treatment is 
an effective method.
 
3.3 Comparison of the Charge values 

  This study confirmed TCAA as a 
degradation product of PCE. According to 
preceding studies, DCAA has been reported as 
a degradation product. Gaussian03W  program 
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Compounds Position
Charges

Mulliken CHelpG

C C

Cl

Cl

Cl

Cl

1 2

PCE

1 -1.021 0.036

2 -1.021 0.093

C C

Cl

Cl

OH

O

Cl

TCAA

1 0.866 -0.188

2 -0.550 0.739

C C

Cl

Cl

OH

O

H

DCAA

1 -0.345 -0.097

2 -0.093 0.664

C C

H

Cl

OH

O

H

MCAA

1 -0.417 -0.149

2 -0.042 0.723

was applied on the reaction products 
confirmed through these experiments to 
calculate the atomic charges and compare 
them to one another. Table 1 shows that the 
Mulliken and CHelpG  values of the number 
1 or number 2 carbon of PCE are the same, 
indicating that the dechlorization reactivity is 
the same at carbon number 1 or 2. The 
atomic charge values were calculated for 
TCAA where one chlorine was separated from 
the number 1 or 2 carbon of PCE, and the 
other chlorine that had been combined with 
the carbon on one side moved.  The result 
was that the number 1 carbon had a higher 
value than the number 2 carbon. This 
indicates that the number 1 carbon has a 
stronger ion-friendly reaction. This calculation 
result coincides with what was reported in 
preceding studies. Meanwhile, the atomic 
charge value was calculated for DCAA. The 
result was  that  for  both  the  Mulliken and 

Table 1. Atomic charge in each radical 
         reaction position of PCE

 

CHelpG  values, number 1 carbon had a 
higher value than the number 2 carbon. 
Therefore, MCAA can be extrapolated to be a 
Fenton reaction product of DCAA. Lastly, the 
atomic charge value was calculated for DCAA. 
The result was that for both the Mulliken and  
ChelpG values, carbon number 1 was higher 
than number 2. Therefore, acetic acid can be 
extrapolated to be a product of Fenton 
reaction. 

4. Conclusions

  Fenton treatment was conducted on PCE to 
review the degradation products, and 
Gaussian03W program was used to calculate 
the results. The results were compared to 
reach the following conclusions.

  1. A Fenton treatment on a PCE solution 
with an initial concentration of 162 
mg/L and under conditions of H2O2 
1,000 mg/L  and FeSO4·7H2O 1,000 
mg/L, the degradation ratio and 
conversion ratio to inorganic matter after 
24 hr  of reaction were both higher than 
98%.

  2. As a degradation product from the 
Fenton treatment of PCE, TCAA was 
found but DCAA was not found. 

  3. A Fenton treatment of DCAA showed a 
similar result to the Fenton treatment of 
PCE in terms of the removal rate and 
conversion rate to inorganic matter.

  4. The atomic charge value was calculated 
for TCAA and DCAA which are known 
to be Fenton treatment products of PCE, 
and it was found that dechlorinization 
happes in the location of the carbon 
with the highest negative ion value. This 
corresponds with the findings of the 
reaction products in preceding studies. 
Therefore, once the atomic charge value 
is known, then the radical degradation 
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pathway of organic chlorinated 
compounds including PCE can be 
extrapolated. 

Acknowledgement

  This Research was supported by the Uiduk 
University Research Grant, 2015.

References

 1. W. W. John, Sorption of Nonionic 
Surfactant Oligomers to Sediment and PCE 
DNAPL: Effects on PCE Distribution 
between Water and Sediment Preferential 
sorption of oligomers from a nonionic 
surfactant mixture to sediment and PCE 
DNAPL is shown to modify distribution, 
Environ. Sci. Technol., 34 1116 (2000). 

 2. Z. Miao, X. Gu, S. Lu, X. Zang, X. Wu, 
and M. Xu, Perchloroethylene (PCE) 
oxidation by percarbonate in Fe2+- 
catalyzed aqueous solution: PCE 
performance and its removal mechanism, 
Chemosphere, 119, 254 (2015).

 3. D.G. Ohandja and D.C. Stuckey, Effect of 
perchloroethylene (PCE) and hydraulic 
shock loads on a membrane-aerated 
biofilm reactor (MABR) biodegrading PCE, 
J. Chem. Technol. Biotechnol., 85, 72 
(2010).

 4. M.L. Ferrey, The Effect of Groundwater 
Aeration on PCE Natural Attenuation 
Patterns, Bioremediation J., 5, 267 (2001).

 5. M. Guillemot, J. Mijoin, S. Mignard, P. 
Magnoux, Adsorption of tetrachloroethylene 
(PCE) in gas phase on zeolites of faujasite 
type: Influence of water vapour and of 
Si/Al ratio, Microporous and mesoporous 
materials, 111, 13 (2008).

 6. Y. Zhang and X. Kong, Correlations of 
the dispersing capability of NSF and PCE 
types of superplasticizer and their impacts 
on cement hydration with the adsorption 

in fresh cement pastes, Cement and 
concrete research, p. 69 (2015).

 7. G. Cohen, The Fenton Reaction, Handbook 
of Methods for Oxygen Radical Research, 
pp. 55-64, CRC Press (1985).

 8. H. Raques, Chemical Water Treatment: 
Principles and Practice, Handbook of 
Methods for Oxygen Radical Research, pp. 
500-516, CRC Press (1985).

 9. S. Leung, R. Watts, and G. Miller, 
Degradation of Perchloroethylene by 
Fenton's Reagent: Speciation and Pathway, 
J. Environ. Qual., 21, 377 (1992).

10. D.T. Sawyer, K. Yamaguchi, and T.S. 
Calderwood, Electrochemical Generation of 
Superoxide iron and other oxy radicals, 
CRC Handbook of Method for Oxygen 
Radical research, pp. 65-69 (1985).

11. J. Sims, Reductive Dechlorination of 
Organic Contaminants in Soils and 
Groundwater, EPA/504/4-90/054 (1991).

12. B.-D. Lee and Y.-C. Kim, Remediation of 
Perchloroethylene Contaminated Soil by 
Fenton Oxidation, J. Korean Oil Chemists’ 
Soc., 22, 136 (2005)

13. Z. Miao, X. Gu, S. Lu, D.D. Dionysiou, 
S.R. Al-Abed, X. Zang, X. Wu, Z. Qiu, 
Q. Sui, and M. Danish, Mechanism of 
PCE Oxidation by Percarbonate in a 
Chelated Fe(II)-based Catalyzed System, 
Chemical Engineering J., 275, 53 (2015)

14. Z. Miao, X. Gu, S. Lu, X. Zang, X. Wu, 
M. Xu, L. B.B. Ndong, Z. Qiu, Q. Sui, 
and G.Y. Fu, Perchloroethylene (PCE) 
Oxidation by Percarbonate in 
Fe2+-catalyzed Aqueous Solution: PCE 
Performance and Its Removal Mechanism, 
Chemosphere, 119, 1120 (2015)

15. E.H. Jho, N. Singhal, and S. Turner, 
Fenton Degradation of Tetrachloroethene 
and Hexachloroethane in Fe(II) Catalyzed 
Systems, J. Hazard. Mater., 184, 234 
(2010)

16. D. Ollis, C-Y Hsiao, L. Budiman, and 
C-L Lee, Heterogeneous Photoassisted 
Catalysis: Conversions, of Perchloroethylene, 



6   Byung-Dae Lee                                                                               J. of Korean Oil Chemists' Soc.

- 497 -

Dichloroethane, Chloroacetic Acids, and 
Chlorobenzenes, J. Catalysis, 88, 89 
(1984).

17. W. Glaze, J. Kenneke, and J. Ferry, 
Chlorinated Byproducts from the 
TiO2-Mediated Photodegradation of 
Trichloroethylene and Tetrachloroethylene 
in Water, Environ. Sci. Technol., 27, 177 
(1993). 

18. R. Watts, P. Rauch, S. Leung, and M. 
Udell, Treatment of Pentachlorophenol- 
Contaminated Soils Uging Fenton's Regent, 
Haz. Waste Haz. Mater., 7, 335 (1990).

19. R. Watts, Hydrogen Peroxide for 
Physicochemically Degrading Petroleum- 
Contaminated Soils, Remediation, Autumn, 
25 (1992).

20. R. Watts, B. Smith, and G. Miller, 
Treatment of Octachlorodibenzo-p-Dioxin 
in Surface Soils Using Catalyzed Hydeogen 
Peroxide, Chemosphere, 23, 949 (1991).




