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The Structural Relationship among Sense of Coherence, Clinical
Practice Stress, and Departmental Satisfaction of Dental Hygiene

Students

Ki Ha Jeon, Soon Ryun Lim, and Mi Kim

Department of Dental Hygiene, Graduate School, Namseoul University, Cheonan 31020, Korea

The purpose of this study was to understand the comprehensive relationship among sense of coherence, clinical practice stress, and major
satisfaction of students in the department of dental hygiene, From four local universities, departments of dental hygiene were selected: two
departments represented a three-year curriculum system and two represented a four-year curriculum system Data from the final questionnaires
of 319 students were analyzed, Differences between variables were analyzed using t-tests and ANOVAs, and correlations were checked using
Pearson’s correlation coefficients, Path analysis was conducted to analyze the relationship among clinical practice stress, sense of coherence, and
major satisfaction, The results indicated that clinical practice stress had a negative influential relationship with both sense of coherence, and major
satisfaction, In addition, sense of coherence had a positive influential relationship with major satisfaction, The direct and indirect effects among
factors displayed significant differences, indicating that clinical practice stress has a partial mediation effect on sense of coherence and major
satisfaction, Therefore, major satisfaction can be increased by developing and implementing programs to improve sense of coherence,
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Table 2. Correlations between Sense of Coherence, Clinical
Practice Stress and Major Satisfaction

Sense of Clinical Major

Variable R . .
coherence practice stress satisfaction

Sense of coherence -

Clinical practice —0.23%* -

stress

Major satisfaction 0.39%* —0.28** -

*#p < 0.01.
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Table 3. Model Fit

Division RMSEA NFI CFI GFI AGFI TLI

Partially mediated 0.06
effect (index)
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Table 4. Model Path Coefficients
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Fig. 1. Path analysis.

Estimates
Path SE CR SMC
B B
Clinical practice stress <~  Sense of coherence —0.29 —0.29 0.68 —4.25%** 0.84
Major satisfaction < Clinical practice stress —0.14 —0.21 0.43 —3.28%** 0.24
Sense of coherence 0.26 —0.39 0.47 5.67%**

SE: standard error, CR: critical ratio, SMC: squared multiple correlation.

wkp < 0,001,

Table 5. Direct effect, Indirect effect, and Total effect in Path Model

Direct effect (p-value) Indirect effect (p-value)  Total effect (p-value)

Clinical practice stress <«— Sense of coherence —0.29**
Major satisfaction < Clinical practice stress —0.21**
Major satisfaction < Sense of coherence 0.39%*

- —0.29**
- —0.21%*
0.06** 0.45*

*p<0.05, **p <0.01; by bootstrapping at AMOS.
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