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The Virtuality Shown in the Media Coverage of the Sewol Ferry Disaster
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Abstract

This study was designed to look at a gap between what is reported and what is real, based
on ‘virtuality’ shown in the media coverage of the Sewol ferry disaster. The way the Korean
media reported the disaster raised serious concern in describing realities as the coverage was
dotted with omitted, diluted, misleading, false and biased information, dubbed as the sinking of
journalism by the Special Committee of the Korea Broadcasting Journalist Association. Virtuality
can be problematic in journalism since users, when frequently exposed to ‘mediated reality’ or
mediated presentment, often consider it actual and respond to it, rather than reacting to ‘actual
reality’. Many studies have found that media users tend to perceive mediated reality as an actual
outside world. This paper aimed to explain signification of media reporting and limitations of user
perception by reviewing major discussions and arguments on virtuality in previous research and
history of thoughts. It was easy to link virtuality of mediated reality to the role of the media,
which impact public opinion and change the flow of an event, and to other concepts such as the

socialization of power, social control and social hegemony.
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