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ABSTRACT

A Study on Participatory Culture of Korean Webtoon
Focused on User-Generated Images -

Kim, Juna - Kim, Su-Jin

Webtoon is the most popular cultural contents representing
contemporary Korea. This study explores the cultural aspects of
participatory culture surrounding Webtoon, and reveals the
cultural implications of webtoon in contemporary Korea.
Particularly, this study notes that the engagement of the
participatory culture is formed from the user-generated images and
analyzes the reproduction patterns of them. Chapter 2 analyzes the
mimicking process of user—generated images based on the 'meme'
concept. Especially based on the variation degree of text or image,
the user—generated images could be classified into three types of
"completely variant', ‘'partly variant', and 'completely same'.
Users use these images as one of the fun factor by transplanting
them into daily messenger conversation. Chapter 3 reveals the
cultural meaning which is derived from the process of user-generated
images creation. In particular, this study notes that most of the
user—generated images are mimicking the main character of the
original webtoon, and analyzes the underlying desire of the mass
based on the literary theory of Northrop Frye. The main readers of
webtoon are petit—bourgeois living in Korean metropolitan, and the
user—generated images also reflects the daily lives of these
ordinary people. User—-generated images of webtoon are imitating the
original contents in a way of replicating or mutating the images or
texts. Also, they are consumed and enjoyed as an amusing code among
users. Especially by mimicking the appearance of the main character
in a self-reflective way, they appeal to day-to-day sympathy of
users. In that user—generated images reveal the desire of the public
living in contemporary Korea, this study examines the cultural
implication of webtoon.

Key Word : webtoon, participatory culture, user—-generated image,
self-reflective, mimic, sympathy
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