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Abstract The purposes of the study are to examine the relationship amongst adolescents’ internet usage,
fandom activities, sense of community and their mental health in the digital era and to probe into the effect of
internet usage, fandom activities, sense of community on adolescents' mental health. The results are as follows:
First, there were statistically significant correlations among those four factors. Secondly, it shows that the effect
of internet usage, fandom activities and sense of community on the adolescents' mental health have a difference
by gender. In the case of female adolescents, there is no effect of internet usage on their mental health. But,
the study reveals that adolescents’ internet usage and fandom activities which now are accepted as a part of
their culture, could be combined with the sense of community and could have an effect on the adolescents'
mental health. Furthermore, the study casts a light on the possibility to build a strong point on adolescents’
activities, education, counseling and policy making for the purpose to enhance adolescents’ mental health in the future.
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<Table 2> Characteristics of Major Variables by
Gender

Variables Male Female : P
N M/|SD N M | SD
internet usage | 535|250 51 | 799 |253| 45 |-1.03|.303
fandom activities | 535 | 1.54| 59 | 79 | 1.83| .67 |-8.01 |.000
sense of
community
mental heath 5351301 49 | 799 [290| 50 |4.14 |.000

535 |267| 67 | 79 |279| 53 |-342].001
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<Table 3> Descripitive Statistics of Major Variables
variables min |max| M | SD | Skewness | Kurtosis
internet usage 1.00 | 4.00 | 252 | .47 -.136 087
fandom activities |1.00 [4.00 [ 1.72 | 65 870 087
sense of community | 1.00 | 4.00 | 2.74 | .59 -.167 578
mental heath 12414001294 | 50 -.050 -.266
3.4 SAHWJAE 7+e] A
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<Table 4> Correlation of Major Variables by Gender

Gender |variables 1 2 3 4
1
Male 3 131% 086" 1
002 (046)
A S125T 160 0907 1
(004 (000 (03D
) 1
2 on
Female 3 001 033 1
(986) (351
A S0 1127 112" 1
(003) (002 (002)

wx p< 001, *+ p<0l, * p<.05
1: internet usage, 2: fandom activities, 3: sense of community,
4: mental heath
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)

<Table 5> Model Summary(Gender : Male)

Adjusted  Std. Error of

model R R’ R? Estimation F v
1 160" .026 024 48639 14.072 .000
2 191> 037 033 48412 10111 .000
3 212¢ 045 039 48249 8317  .000

a. predictive value: (constant), fandom activities

b. predictive value: (constant), fandom activities, sense of community

c. predictive value: (constant), fandom activities, sense of community,
internet usage

<Table 6> Model Summary(Gender : Female)

model R R® Adiusted Std. Error of

R? Estimation P
1 1120 013 011 49487 10.093  .002
2 161" 026 023 49182 10564 .000

a. predictive value: (constant), fandom activities
b. predictive value: (constant), fandom activities, sense of community
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<Table 7> Effect of Major Variables on the mental

health(Gender : Male)
Unstandardized | Standardized
Independent | Coefficients | Coefficients
. t VIF
variable Std.
B B
Error
(constant) | 3.197 128 (000)
fandom -3.14™
activities 7 037 ~ 140 (.002) 1110
sense of - - 268"
community 085 032 A15 (.008) 1020
internet -2.14"
usage 093 044 .09%6 (033) 1121

sk p< 001, #x p<0l1, * p<.05, Dependent variable : mental heath

<Table 8> Effect of Major Variables on the mental
health(Gender : Female)

Unstandardized |Standardized
Independent | Coefficients | Coefficients
. t VIF
variable B Std. B
Error
o ; 26.814™
(constant) 2751 103 (000)
fandom -3.30™
activities 085 026 116 (.001) 1001
sense of 3.30"
community 108 053 116 (.001) 1001

sk p 001, #* p<0l, Dependent variable : mental heath
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