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The Comparision of the Influencing Factors on the
Subjective Health Status of the Urban-Rural Elderly
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Abstract : Population aging has been an increasing social issue and the elderly health has become one of the most
urgent public attentions in Korea. The aims of this paper are to compare the subjective health status according to
the personal characteristics, social networks, and daily leisure activities of the urban-rural elderly, and to analyze
the influencing factors of their subjective health status. Using 2011 elderly survey data, ordered logit Model was
established to extract influencing factors of the elderly health status. The results show that socioeconomic and
demographic characteristics of individual as well as frequent social contacts and daily activities within neighborhood
environments influence the level of health status of the elderly. The most significant factors affecting the elderly
health are personal economic conditions such as the education achievement level and household income. The
elderly who visit an elderly welfare center in Seoul has almost 1.82 times higher odds of increasing health status
level than not to visit an elderly welfare center. This study may give some important policy implications of the
elderly health promotion strategy in urban—rural communities.

Key Words : the elderly, subjective health status, social network, leisure activity, ordered logit model.
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