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Regional Resilience and Placeness for Sustainable Growth :
Searching for an Alternative to Regional Competitiveness™
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Abstract : This study investigated the conceptualization and application of new concept of regional resilience with
case study in Korea in order to promote more sustainable regional development strategies, while problematizing
dominant regional competitiveness concept in the current regional development circle under the condition of
stagnant growth and ever—existing crisis in these days. Through literature review, this paper found out that
regional resilience is a useful concept both to understand dramatic regional changes and to promote new regional
development strategies. Furthermore, the study formulated basic research topics and issues for regional resilience
through reviewing existing research outcomes on the measurement and factors of regional resilience. Through case
study of two macro city—regions in Korea, this study also found out that regional resilience patterns and processes
are differentiated according to the place and its scale and that both regional industrial structure formed in a
path—dependent way and regional competitive characteristics are all significant to understand the regional resilience
patterns and processes.

Key Words : regional resilience, placeness, sustainable growth, alternative regional development, regional

competitiveness.
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