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This study tries to categorize trends of “structure and skin integration” and understand the expressive characters

of each architectural type. To do so, we listed up 8 architects who are quoted twice or more in related
researches, then analyzed their 25 contemporary buildings which integrated structure and skin since 2000. As a
result, this study defined four types based on the way of building tectonic system of structure and skin. Key
feature of “linear structure-two dimensional skin” type is the communication with the surroundings as a result of
.geometric architectural forms, patterned surface and reflection. Characters of “linear-three dimensional” type are
organic architectural forms, sculptural skin, and the mysterious space. “Planar-two dimensional” type is a
transformational geometry form to express the dramatic images through the skin, therefore gives a sense of
rhythm and dynamics to space. “Planar structure-three dimensional” type highlights the texture, and exposes
boundary of the inside and outside. In architectures we studied, the structure is the way to make a creative
forms and space, and the skin to express various meanings. That said, the “structure and skin integration” is the

means of aggressive design expression.
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