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ABSTRACT

Objectives: The purpose of the study is to investigate the uniform management of the dental hygienists in Korea.

Methods: The study was carried out by direct telephone survey to dental gygienists in Gangneung, Wonju, and Seongnam from March
15 to April 10, 2015. The subjects were seventy dental clinics by random sampling. The questionnaire consisted of general characteristics
of the subjects(4 items), infection control education(3 items), and infection control activity(9 items). Cronbach’s alpha was 0.781 in the
study. After informed consent from the dental hygienists, the survey was done by telephone. Data were analyzed by SPSS 21.0 program.
Results: The dental hygienists taking infection control education tended to wash the uniforms twice a week (°’=15.95, p<001). The majority
of the dental hygienists thought that the best washing place of uniform would be dental clinics than any other place (x*=38.76, p<001).
Conclusions: It is very important to implement the infection control education for the dental hygienists. The establishment of standard
guideline for infection control of the uniform washing will enhance the dental service quality and satisfaction of the dental service
consumers.
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Table 1, General characteristics of the subjects

Characteristics Division N (%)
Working Gangwon 80 533
area Gyeonggi 70 46.7
Age range =30 55 36.6
(years) 31~35 51 34.0
36= 44 29.3
Marital status Married 67 44.7
Single 83 55.3
Durationof current working =1 8 53
1~3 26 17.3
4~6 35 233
7~9 37 247
= 10 44 29.3
Infection control education  Yes 77 51.3
No 73 48.7
Laundry place Within dental clinics 73 48.7
Other place 77 513
Total 150 100.0

Table 2, When to replace uniforms

1~2 2~3 e

Characteristics Division The others Total p-value”
a set a set (df)
Working Gangwon 24(30.0) 14(17.5) 42(52.5) 80(53.3) 68.05 <0.001
area Gyeonggi 67(95.7) 2(2.9) 1(1.4) 70(46.7) 2
Age range =30 38(69.1) 4(7.3) 13(23.6) 55(36.7) 15.69 0.003
(years) 31~35 37(72.5) 4(7.8) 10(19.6) 51(34.0) (4)
36= 16(36.4) 8(18.2) 20(45.5) 44(29.3)
Marital status Married 27(40.3) 10(14.9) 30(44.8) 67(44.7) 21.30 <0.001
single 64(77.1) 6(7.2) 13(15.7) 83(55.3) 2
Durationof current =3 19(55.9) 4(11.8) 11(32.4) 34(22.7) 8.78 0.186
working 4~6 27(77.1) 2(5.7) 6(17.1) 35(23.3) (6)
7~9 23(62.2) 2(5.4) 12(32.4) 37(24.7)
=10 22(50.0) 8(18.2) 14(31.8) 44(29.3)
Infection control Yes 59(76.6) 6(7.8) 12(15.6) 77(51.3) 17.31 <0.001
education No 32(43.8) 10(13.7) 31(42.5) 73(48.7) )
Laundry place Within dental clinics  63(86.3) 6(8.2) 4(5.5) 73(48.7) 42.87 <0.001
Other place 28(36.4) 10(13.0) 39(50.6) 77(51.3) )
Total 91(60.7) 16(10.7) 43(28.7) 150(100.0)
“by chi-square test
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Table 3. Uniform laundry cycle

Less than

Twice a

Note 3

2

Characteristics Division once a week week times Total (ﬁf) p-value”
Working Gangwon. 64(80.0) 10(12.5) 6(7.5) 80(53.3) 206(2) 0357
area Gyeonggi 50(71.4) 10(14.3) 10(14.3) 70(46.7)
Age range =30 41(74.5) 10(18.2) 4(7.3) 55(36.7)
(years) 31~35 43(84.3) 2(3.9) 6(11.8) 51(34.0)  6.98(4) 0.137
36= 30(68.2) 8(18.2) 6(13.6) 44(29.3)
Marital status Married 51(76.1) 8(11.9) 8(11.9) 67(44.7)
Single 63(75.9) 12(14.5) 8(9.6) 83(55.3) 0.36(2) 0835
Durationof current =3 26(76.5) 6(17.6) 2(5.9) 34(22.7)
working 4~6 29(82.9) 4(11.4) 2(5.7) 35(23.3)
7~9 27(73.0) 4(10.8) 6(16.2) 37(24.7) 4.04(6) 0671
=10 32(72.7) 6(13.6) 6(13.6) 44(29.3)
Infection control Yes 49(63.6) 18(23.4) 10(13.0) 77(51.3)
education No 65800) 227 68y sy 0@ 00
Laundry place Within dental
clinics 45(61.6) 16(21.9) 12(16.4) 73(48.7) 16.16(2) <0.001
Other places 69(89.6) 4(5.2) 4(5.2) 77(51.3)
Total 114(76.0) 20(13.3) 16(10.7) 150(100.0)
"by chi-square test
Table 4, Uniforms Hospital Laundry
2
Characteristics Division Yes Total (ﬁf) p-value®
Working Gangwon 26(32.5) 54(67.5) 80(53.3) 16.50 <0.001
area Gyeonggi 46(65.7) 24(34.3) 70(46.7) 1
Age range =30 37(67.3) 18(32.7) 55(36.7) 19.47 <0.001
(years) 31~35 25(49.0) 26(51.0) 51(34.0) 2
36 10(22.7) 34(77.3) 44(29.3)
Marital status Married 17(25.4) 50(74.6) 67(44.7) 24.84 <0.001
Single 55(66.3) 28(33.7) 83(55.3) D
Durationof current working =3 16(47.1) 18(52.9) 34(22.7) 12.39 0.006
4~6 25(71.4) 10(28.6) 35(23.3) 3)
7~9 17(45.9) 20(54.1) 37(24.7)
= 10 14(31.8) 30(68.2) 44(29.3)
Infection control education Yes 56(72.7) 21(27.3) 77(51.3) 38.76 <0.001
No 16(21.9) 57(78.1) 73(48.7) D
Laundry place Within dental clinics 48(65.8) 25(34.2) 73(48.7) 17.96 <0.001
Other places 24(31.2) 53(68.8) 77(51.3) (D
Total 72(48.0) 78(52.0) 150(100.0)
"by chi-square test
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Table 5, Training need for washing method
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2

Characteristics Division Yes No Total (éﬂ p-value”
Working Gangwon 10(12.5) 70(87.5) 80(53.3) 1.06 0.303
area Gyeonggi 13(18.6) 57(81.4) 70(46.7) 1
Age range =30 13(23.6) 42(76.4) 55(36.7) 4.74 0.093
(years) 31~35 6(11.8) 45(88.2) 51(34.0) (2)
36= 4(9.1) 40(90.9) 44(29.3)
Marital status Married 6(9.0) 61(91.0) 67(44.7) 3.79 0.051
Single 17(20.5) 66(79.5) 83(55.3) ey
Durationof current working =3 7(20.6) 27(79.4) 34(22.7) 2.15 0.541
4~6 6(17.1) 29(82.9) 35(23.3) (3)
7~9 6(16.2) 31(83.8) 37(24.7)
=10 4(9.1) 40(90.9) 44(29.3)
Infection control education Yes 17(22.1) 60(77.9) 77(51.3) 5.54 0.019
No 6(8.2) 67(91.8) 73(48.7) ey
Laundry place Within dental clincs ~ 23(31.5) 50(68.5) 73(48.7) 28.65 <0.001
Other places - 77(100.0) 77(51.3) ey
Total 23(15.3) 127(84.7) 150(100.0)
“by chi-square test
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