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Abstract The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of Family Strength(FS) on the Ethnical
Identity(EI) of Third Culture Adolescents and to verify the mediating effect of Self-Esteem(SE) between FS and
El. The subjects of this study were 86 adolescents from two different regions-Fairfax, Virginia and Irvine,
California-who are ethnically Korean and hold either Korean or American citizenship. These analyses were
carried out with SPSS 18.0, using #-test, one-way ANOVA, corelation analysis, regression analysis and Sobel
test to test the significance of a mediation effect. The results of this study are as follows: 1. FS, SE and EI
showed a significant positive correlation. 2. SE mediated the effects the relationship between FS and EI. 3. SE
had a partial mediation effect on the relationship between FS and Exploration, a sub-variable of EI. SE also
had a significant effect on Affirmation, a sub-variable of EI, but there was no significant effect on FS. The
results discuss the implication and limitations of this study, and make suggestions for a follow-up study for a
healthy ethnic identity formation.
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The Effects of Family Strength on the Ethnical Identity of Third Culture Adolescents— Focusing on the Medication Effects of Self—Esteem
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Characteris Cat . N Family Strength Self-Esteem Ethnic Identity
tics ategories 0 M SD F M SD tF M SD vF
Male 39(45.3) 6597 1022 738 366 B 462 .
Gender Female 47(54.7) 6569 1241 M2 g s T s61 530 2ol
. Western 52(605) 6405 1180 665 244 . | 3621 454 .
Region Estern 34(395) 6860 1028 8L o9 g9 9T g s 273
12~15 28(32.6) 6889 1223 0% 421 . 914 53 .
Age 16~19 58(67.4) 631 10755 P ke 2 2B %5 a0 A
. Middle School 3238.1) 6837 1112 87 4ll RE G
Grade High School 54(62.9) o35 1160 2694 o3 2N mem 5w 115
N 0-4 Yrs. 23(26.7) 6454 657 74T 334 3704 471
Uiars ™ 5-9 vrs. 26(30.2) 6623 976 18 %73 270 213 3711 439 18
. 10 yrs. and more 37(43.0) 66.29 14.50 2854 4.00 3778 597
N  Within 1 yr. 34(395) 6502 1431 820 379 3788 5%
Kears M99 yrs. 18(20.9) 6722 1081 21 2805 32 105 | 3788 588 61
orea 10 yrs. and mor 34(39.5) 6582 81l 2702 337 3660 391
_  Korea 46(535) 6788 832 732 332 682 454
Nationality ;g w30 6391 1404 B ogy 369 LSy 5w I
Father’'s Korea 62(72.1) 66.11 10.22 2 2741 3.39 o 36.45 4.85 269"
Nationality  US 21(24.4) 6514 1520 : 285 38 : 30980 506 :
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Nationality US 16(186) 6525 1532 : 285 451 : 831 5% :
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Level ancec 43(50.0) 6572 1414 2879 382 846 612
Fully proficient
Korean ﬁef:rfn“engi, N 0349 6533 1299 773 30 %623 4R
Proficiency sz' - d‘i 26(302) 6760 957 52 2834 402 & 86 59 155
Level ancec 30(34.9) 6465 1131 2713 354 3744 452
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_ Middle rank 370430 6489 928 - %54 208 ... 3494 2.9
Academic  pp ok 48(55.8) 6651 1297 S ser a3 S

#xxp< 001, *#*+p<01, *p<.05
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(Table 2) The correlation between the measured variables (N=86)
1 2 3

Cohesion 1

1 Adaptability 427 1
Family Strength Total 815™ 8727 1

2 Self-Esteem 527" 188 4017 1
Bthic Identity Exploration A76” 263" 4237 491 1

3 Binic Idetity Affirmretion A37° 125 3117 AT7T° 807" 1
Ethnic Identity Total ATTT 192 377" 509" 935" 964" 1

#kp<l 01, *p<.05
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(Table 3) The effects on ethnic identity of family strength and self-esteem (N=86)
Dependent Variable ~ Measured Variables B SE g t R F A Ve
; ; Family Strength 040 029 150 1405
Ethnic Identity v omens 480 12,1135 211
Affirmation Self-Esteem 347 093 399 3748
;i ; Family Strength 056 021 275 2711
Ethnic Identity 541 16948 P
Exploration Self-Esteem 243 067 368 3631 ks
i ity Family Strength 095 046 212 2.063%x
Ethnic Identity g 530 15,85 5 264
Total Self-Esteem 592 150 408 3,960

#xxp< 001, *#p<.01

(Table 4) Mediating verification of Self-Esteem (N=86)
Step Independent Variable Dependent Variable B SE g t 4 K F
1 Family Strength —  Self-Esteem 123 031 401 3.9947 379 15.949™
2 Family Strength —  Ethnic Identity 168 046 377 3687 132 13591
3 Family Strength — Eth@c Identi'ty 09’5: .04_16 212 206‘8 964 15851
Self-Esteem —  Ethnic Identity 092 150 408 3.960

#xp< 001, *p<.05
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