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Why Is Begging the Question a Fallacy?:
the Purpose of Arguments and Evaluations of Begging the Question

Hwan Sunwoo

In order to explain why begging the question is a fallacy, some
of the challenges must be met. First we need to understand what
begging the question is in subtle ways. In addition, it is necessary
to reflect on the nature and the purpose of arguments in order to
explain why begging the question is a fallacy.

In this paper, I first have a general proposal about the main
purpose of arguments. Then I place my own multi-layered theory
of begging the question proposed in a previous study in the
context of the proposals in this paper for the main purpose of
arguments. Moreover, I develop a more comprehensive theory of
why begging the question is a fallacy. Finally, I examine and
criticize the main previous theories of begging the question, such
as Frank Jackson's theory, Douglas Walton's theory, David
Sanford's theory, John Biro's theory.

Key Words: the fallacy of begging the question, the purpose of
arguments, the fallacy of circularity, Frank Jackson,
Douglas Walton, David Sanford, John Biro.



