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The Representation of the Cold War Ideology, the Early 1980s’ Korean Robot
Animations: Focusing on Roboteu King and Super Titan 15
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Abstract

What is the socio-cultural meaning of the 1980s’ Korean robot animations? What is the
periodical backgrounds making this meaning? This study has attempted to lay the foundation
stone of the answer for the questions. To do that, this study selected Roboteu King(Yeong-rang
Bae, 1980) and Super Titan 15(Seung-cheol Park, 1983) as the objects of the textual analysis.
To grasp the periodical identity, it has examined the cold war ideology that has been the basis
of the political and economic environments of Korea. Findings are as follows. Korea was
vulnerable to general environments after the Korean War; accordingly, Korea took
the-dependence-on-the-US strategy in terms of various aspects including national security,
scientific technology, and industry economy. This kind of socio—cutural condition was
represented through the narratives of the early 1980s’ Korean robot animations. Their narratives
including the advance of plots, the roles of Korean protagonists, the technological gap between
the planets and earth, and so forth were quite dependent on extraterrestrials and contained
anticommunist ideology.
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