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Abstract

This study aimed to explore negative experiences of unwed mothers in interaction with
medical professionals, government officials and nursery teachers who have negative stereotypes
about the unwed mothers and to seek ways of improving awareness and attitudes of the
professionals. Researchers conducted individual and focus groups interviews with 15 unwed
mothers.

The results showed that unwed mothers experienced the violation of their maternal and
privacy rights and inhospitable services in the interaction with medical professionals. They also
had similar experiences with government officials who often had overbearing and discriminatory
attitudes toward these mothers, and hardly received useful information. Last, unwed mothers
had deep concerns about possibilities and experiences of discrimination against their children by
nursery teachers and other parents in day care centers. In conclusion, this study discussed ways
of improving awareness and attitudes toward unwed mothers through various medias and
supplementary educations.
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