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The phenomenological study on the Experience of
Korean Medicine Students who have academic failure

Shin, Heon Tae*
Korean medicine department, Dongshin University

Abstract

Objectives : The aim of this study was to explore the academic failure experiences of Korean Medicine
Students, The academic failure in a medical school is defined as the situation the student who have academic
failure need to repeat their academic year again.

Methods : Data were collected through in—depth individual interviews from April to May 2016 and analyzed
through Colaizzi’'s phenomenological methodology. The participants were interviewed twice, for 30minutes
to 60minutes per interview,

Results . Eight theme—clusters of were identified from 21 themes. The theme—clusters were Dream of
university life and freedom’, ‘Meeting Stranger academic field and growing study stress’, ‘Difficulty of
self-management’, ‘Weak supporting system’, ‘Feeling of guilty, sense of isolation and decreasing in self—
esteem’, ‘The experience during the vacation after the academic failure’, ‘The experience of returning to
school’ and ‘Self growing through hard experience’.

Conclusions : Understanding of academic failure experience of Korean Medicine Students is an important
approach to counsel them and an important way to reach a good model of education at a medical college,

Key words : Korean Medicine Students, Qualitative research, Academic failure
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Table 1. Participants to the study
Age School year Motivation levels at admission Fail category
No. (When Failure (When Failure Sex (Voluntary / Middle / (Below—average /
Experience) Experience) Involuntary) Fail in subject)
1 20 1 M M F
2 22,23 2,3 M \% B,F
3 23 3 F \Y% F
4 20 1 M M F
b} 24 3 M M F
6 26 3 M \% F
7 25 3 M \Y F
8 20 1 M M F
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Table 2. Theme clusters and themes of the Failure experiences

Theme clusters

Themes

Dream of university life and freedom

Sense of freedom

Satisfaction

Meeting Strange academic field and
growing study stress

Strange academic field

Growing study stress

Difficulty of self—-management

Having Bad study habit

Confidence and self—sufficiency

Health problem

Weak supporting system

Weak personal relationships

Negative influence by their senior

Feeling of guilty, sense of isolation and

decreasing in self—esteem

Feeling of guilty

Sense of isolation

Decreasing in self—esteem

The experience during the vacation
after the academic failure

Having self reflective time

Travel and participation at a church retreat

Warm comfort and encouragement

Reality can't easily accepted

The experience of returning to school

The first day of returning to school

Mingling in the new class

Positive change at the learning

Help and comfort

Self growing through hard experience

Turning point toward positive changes

Growing pain still achy
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