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Study on cyberbullying among adolescent bystanders
- focusing on the empathy of middle school students —
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Abstract

This study aims to explore the reality of middle school students witnessing cyberbullying and their types of behaviors
after witnessing and to examine the role of empathy affecting the behaviors of bystanders of cyberbullying, For this
purpose, we collected the survey data from 595 middle school students in the Gyeong—Gi region, Results show that
61,2% of the respondents report the witness of cyberbullying, Among which cyber slander is the most common, followed
by spreading false information, outcast, sexual harassment, and extortion, The behaviors of bystanders who witnessed
cyberbullying are categorized into spectating, defending, agreeing, or doing nothing, When it comes to the role of the
students’ empathy, findings show that the ‘empathic concern’ and ‘personal pain’ —, parts of emotional empathic
abilities, can significantly influence behaviors of cyberbullying bystanders, These findings not only call the attention

to the seriousness of cyberbullying among middle school students, but they also suggest the implication that emotion

empathy education is required along with emotion control education,
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Table 1. Types of Observed Cyberbullying
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N %
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cyber outcast 247 41.5
cyber extortion 68 11.4
cyber sexual harassment 151 254
total Two or more observed cyberbullying 364 61.2
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Defending 91(15.3) 280(47.1) 364(61.2) 595(100)
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Figure 1. Behavioral patterns of bystanders by gender, grades, & parent—children relationships
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Table 3. The Effects of Empathy on Behavioral Patterns of Bystanders(N=364)

Outsider group

Reinforcer group

Reference group= Defender group B SE Exp(B) B SE Exp(B)
constants 1.89 1.23 2.23 1.28
e -0.01 035 099 036 037 1.4
Individual related (ref.=male)
ndividual related var Grade 001 023 1.01 0.08 025 1.08
Internet time of use -0.35 0.31 0.71 -0.16 0.32 0.86
Family related var. Satisfaction with parents -0.22 0.20 0.81 -0.05 0.22 0.95
School related var. Samfa““”;if‘;”th school =0 13 0.19 0.88 — A 020 0.64
Experience of bullying -, 7 0.63 0.49 —1.58" 0.61 021
(ref. = none)
Experience of
Cyberbullying related victimization 0.96 0.59 2.62 0.91 0.61 2.48
var. (ref.= none)
Emotional closeness with
the bully or the victim -0.07 0.34 0.93 0.30 0.37 1.35
(ref. = very close friend)
. Cognitive Empathy 0.05 0.07 1.05 -0.11 0.08 0.90
Cognitive Empathy —
Cognitive Empathy 011 0.09 1.12 0.11 0.09 1.12
) empathic concern —.29"" 0.07 0.75 —.30"" 0.07 0.74
Emotional Empathy - -
personal distress 13 0.06 1.14 0.08 0.06 1.08
-2LL=532.319
X°=82.175(df=24,p=.000)
* <05, ** p<0l, *** p<.001
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