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A Suggestion on a Better Template for Requirements

Traceability Matrix of a Requirements Specification

DaeSeung Kim”

Director, Systems Engineering R&D Department, SNS ENG Co., Ltd.

Abstract : Most of systems engineers make a traceability matrix and attach it to their technical documents as
a result of systems engineering activities. I have been working in the field of systems engineering for many
years and have been watching traceability matrices created by systems engineers or developers from various
companies. I have been thinking that some of them are not suitable in terms of purposes of traceability
matrix. In this paper, I would like to suggest a right template for the traceability matrix in conformance to
traceability purposes. The key is that traceability matrix should be created from higher level of requirements

to current level of requirements.
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[Figure 1] Requirements Errors vs. Correction Cost [3]
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[Figure 2] Schematic Traceability between Requirements
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{Table 1> Requirements Traceability Matrix Provided
by Defense Acaquisition Program Administration
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[Figure 6] Traceability Matrices to find a Missing Re—
quirement of Upper Level System Requirements
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{Table 2> Suggested Traceability Matrix for Software
Requirements Specification
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