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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Types of Love in <spirited Away> and
<Howl's Moving Castle>: Focusing on Plato's Theory of Eros

Kim, Min—Kyu

So far, the Studio Ghibli’ s major masterpieces, <Spirited Away>
and <Howl’ s Moving Castle> have been studied extensively from
mythical and psychological perspectives due to the films’
intrinsic symbolism within their characters and events. However,
there have been insufficient in-depth research on the types of love
the two works have. Therefore, this study will focus on how the
types of love in the two animations mirror the concept of love in
Plato’ s theory of Eros through the analysis of two films’
characters. The desire for memory and recovery can be seen in
<Spirited Away>, and glimpses of each phase of aim towards changes
in physical appearance can be shown in <Howl’ s Moving Castle>.
These describe the function and the purpose of Eros that Plato
states in Socrates’ terms in Phaedrus and Symposium.

Plato ultimately defined Eros as a spirit that leads to the world
of Ideas and suggested the five stages of love that are divided in
accordance with the ultimate purpose and attitude of mankind towards
Eros. The cognition area, changes in appearance of the characters
and spatial ranks in <Spirited Away> and <Howl’ s Moving Castle>
critically reveal such core concepts of the theory of Eros.

It is noteworthy that the two works show the origin of the most
universal 1ideology of the West. These two animation films are
particularly significant in terms of that they reflect the western
epistemology while covering exclusive and covert ethnic emotions.

Key Word : Studio Ghibli , <Spirited Away>, <Howl s Moving
Castle>, Plato, Eros
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