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POSITIVE SOLUTIONS FOR A THREE-POINT FRACTIONAL

BOUNDARY VALUE PROBLEMS FOR P-LAPLACIAN WITH

A PARAMETER†

YITAO YANG∗ AND YUEJIN ZHANG

Abstract. In this paper, we firstly use Krasnosel’skii fixed point theo-
rem to investigate positive solutions for the following three-point boundary
value problems for p-Laplacian with a parameter

(ϕp(D
α
0+

u(t)))′ + λf(t, u(t)) = 0, 0 < t < 1,

Dα
0+

u(0) = u(0) = u′′(0) = 0, u′(1) = γu′(η),

where ϕp(s) = |s|p−2s, p > 1, Dα
0+

is the Caputo’s derivative, α ∈
(2, 3], η, γ ∈ (0, 1), λ > 0 is a parameter. Then we use Leggett-Williams

fixed point theorem to study the existence of three positive solutions for
the fractional boundary value problem

(ϕp(D
α
0+

u(t)))′ + f(t, u(t)) = 0, 0 < t < 1,

Dα
0+

u(0) = u(0) = u′′(0) = 0, u′(1) = γu′(η),

where ϕp(s) = |s|p−2s, p > 1, Dα
0+

is the Caputo’s derivative, α ∈
(2, 3], η, γ ∈ (0, 1).
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Key words and phrases : Positive solution, Fractional boundary value prob-

lem, Parameter, Leggett-Williams fixed point theorem.

1. Introduction

It is well known that fractional derivatives provide an excellent tool for the
description of memory and hereditary properties of various materials and pro-
cesses, so the differential equations with fractional-order derivative are more
adequate than integer order derivative for some real world problems. Therefore,
the fractional differential equations have been of great interest recently, this is
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because of both the intensive development of the theory of fractional calculus
itself and the applications of such constructions in various scientific fields such
as physics, mechanics, chemistry, economics, engineering and biological sciences,
etc. see [11, 13, 17-19, 28, 32] for example. Some recent investigations have
shown that many physical systems can be represented more accurately using
fractional derivative formulations [2, 3]. Boundary value problems of fractional
differential equations have been investigated in many papers (see [1, 7, 8, 14,
15, 21-25, 27, 29, 33] and references cited therein). The eigenvalue problems of
integer differential equations have been studied extensively by many authors. As
far as the eigenvalue problems of fractional differential equations are concerned,
there are a few results (see [5, 10, 34]).

Z. Bai [5] studied the eigenvalue intervals for a class of fractional boundary
value problem

CDα
0+u(t) + λh(t)f(u(t)) = 0, 0 < t < 1,

u(0) = u′(1) = u′′(0) = 0,

where 2 < α ≤ 3, CDα
0+ is the Caputo fractional derivative, λ > 0 is a parameter.

C. Zhai, L. Xu [25] considered the nonlinear fractional four-point boundary
value problem with a parameter

Dα
0+u(t) + λf(t, u(t)) = 0, 0 < t < 1,

u′(0)− µ1u(ξ) = 0, u′(1) + µ2u(η) = 0,

where 1 < α ≤ 2, 0 ≤ ξ ≤ η ≤ 1, 0 ≤ µ1, µ2 ≤ 1, λ > 0 is a parameter.
X. Zhang, L. Liu and Y. Wu [31] investigated the singular eigenvalue problem

for a higher order fractional differential equation

−Dαx(t) = λf(x(t), Dµ1x(t), Dµ2x(t), · · · , Dµn−1x(t)), 0 < t < 1,

x(0) = 0, Dµix(0) = 0, Dµx(1) =

p−2∑
j=1

ajD
µx(ξj), 1 ≤ i ≤ n− 1,

where n ≥ 3, n ∈ N, n − 1 < α ≤ n, n − l − 1 < α − µ1 < n − l, l =
1, 2, · · ·, n− 2, µ− µn−1 > 0, α− µn−1 ≤ 2, α− µ > 1, aj ∈ [0,+∞), 0 < ξ1 <

ξ2 < · · · < ξp−2 < 1, 0 <
∑p−2

j=1 ajξ
α−µ−1
j < 1, Dα is the Riemann-Liouville

fractional derivative.
The equation with a p-Laplacian operator arises in the modeling of different

physical and natural phenomena, non-Newtonian mechanics, nonlinear elastic-
ity and glaciology, combustion theory, population biology, nonlinear flow laws,
and so on. Recently, the existence of solutions to boundary value problems
for fractional differential equation with p-Laplacian operator have been studied
extensively in the literatures, (see [6, 16, 20, 26]).

G. Chai [6] investigated the existence and multiplicity of positive solutions for
the boundary value problem of fractional differential equation with p-Laplacian
operator

Dβ
0+(ϕp(D

α
0+u))(t) + f(t, u(t)) = 0, 0 < t < 1,
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u(0) = 0, u(1) + σDγ
0+u(1) = 0, Dα

0+u(0) = 0,

where Dβ
0+, Dα

0+ and Dγ
0+ are the standard Riemann-Liouville fractional deriv-

ative with 1 < α ≤ 2, 0 < β ≤ 1, 0 < γ ≤ 1, 0 ≤ α − γ − 1, σ is a positive
number.

Z. Liu and L. Lu [16] studied the boundary value problem for nonlinear frac-
tional differential equations with p-Laplacian operator

Dβ
0+(ϕp(D

α
0+u))(t) = f(t, u(t), Dα

0+u(t)), 0 < t < 1,

u(0) = µ

∫ 1

0

u(s)ds+ λu(ξ), Dα
0+u(0) = kDα

0+u(η),

where 0 < α, β ≤ 1, 1 < α+ β ≤ 2, µ, λ, k ∈ R, ξ, η ∈ [0, 1], Dα
0+ denotes the

Caputo fractional derivative of order α. Motivated by the above works, in section
3, we consider the positive solutions for a three-point fractional boundary value
problem for p-Laplacian with a parameter

(ϕp(D
α
0+u(t)))

′ + λf(t, u(t)) = 0, 0 < t < 1, (1)

Dα
0+u(0) = u(0) = u′′(0) = 0, u′(1) = γu′(η), (2)

where ϕp(s) = |s|p−2s, p > 1, Dα
0+ is the Caputo’s derivative, α ∈ (2, 3], η, γ ∈

(0, 1), f ∈ C([0, 1]× [0,∞), [0,∞)), λ > 0 is a parameter.
In recent years, using Leggett-Williams fixed point theorem, some authors

obtained three positive solutions for the fractional boundary value problem.
In [26], Zhang used the Leggett-Williams theorem to show the existence of

triple positive solutions to the fractional boundary value problem

Dα
0+u(t) = f(t, u(t)), 0 < t < 1,

u(0) + u′(0) = 0, u(1) + u′(1) = 0.

In [12], Eric R. Kaufmann and Ebene Mboumi gave sufficient conditions for
the existence of at least one and at least three positive solutions to the nonlinear
fractional boundary value problem

Dαu(t) + a(t)f(u(t)) = 0, 0 < t < 1, 1 < α ≤ 2,

u(0) = 0, u′(1) = 0.

where Dαis the Riemann-Liouville differential operator of order α, f : [0,∞) →
[0,∞) is a given continuous function and a(t) is a positive and continuous func-
tion on [0, 1].

In [30], X. Zhao, C. Chai, W. Ge considered the existence of three positive
solutions of the following fractional boundary value problem

Dα
0+u(t) + f(t, u(t)) = 0, 0 < t < 1,

u′(0)− βu(ξ) = 0, u′(1) + γu(η) = 0,

where α is a real number with 1 < α ≤ 2, 0 ≤ ξ ≤ η ≤ 1, 0 ≤ β, γ ≤ 1, f ∈
C([0, 1]× [0,∞) → [0,∞)), Dα

0+ is the Caputo fractional derivative.
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In [9], M. Jia, X. Liu studied at least three nonnegative solutions for the
following fractional differential equation with integral boundary conditions

CDαx(t) + f(t, x(t)) = 0, t ∈ (0, 1),

x(0) =

∫ 1

0

g0(s)x(s)ds,

x(1) =

∫ 1

0

g1(s)x(s)ds,

x(k)(0) =

∫ 1

0

gk(s)x(s)ds, k = 2, 3, · · ·, [α],

where CDα is the standard Caputo derivative, α ∈ R and 2 ≤ n = [α] < α <
[α]+1, f ∈ C([0, 1]×R+, R+) and gk ∈ C([0, 1], R) (k = 0, 1, 2, · · ·, [α]) are given
functions, [α] denotes the integer part of the real number α and R+ = [0,+∞).
By means of Leggett-Williams fixed point theorem, some new results on the
existence of at least three nonnegative solutions are obtained.

Motivated by the above works, in section 4, by means of Leggett-Williams
fixed point theorem, we consider the existence of three positive solutions for the
following three-point fractional boundary value problem for p-Laplacian

(ϕp(D
α
0+u(t)))

′ + f(t, u(t)) = 0, 0 < t < 1,

Dα
0+u(0) = u(0) = u′′(0) = 0, u′(1) = γu′(η),

where ϕp(s) = |s|p−2s, p > 1, Dα
0+ is the Caputo’s derivative, α ∈ (2, 3], η, γ ∈

(0, 1), f ∈ C([0, 1]× [0,∞), [0,∞)).
As far as we know, no contribution concerns the above three-point fractional

boundary value problem for p-Laplacian with a parameter and the existence of
three positive solutions for the three-point fractional boundary value problem for
p-Laplacian. The aim of this paper is to fill the gap in the relevant literatures.
Such investigations will provide an important platform for gaining a deeper
understanding of our environment.

2. Preliminaries

Definition 2.1 ([6]). The Riemann-Liouville fractional integral operator of or-
der α > 0 of a function u(t) is given by

Iα0+u(t) =
1

Γ(α)

∫ t

0

(t− s)α−1u(s)ds,

provided the right side is point-wise defined on (0,+∞).

Definition 2.2 ([6]). The Caputo fractional derivative of order α > 0 of a
continuous function u(t) is given by

Dα
0+u(t) =

1

Γ(n− α)

∫ t

0

u(n)(s)

(t− s)α−n+1
ds,

where n = [α] + 1, provided the right side is point-wise defined on (0,+∞).
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Lemma 2.3 ([20]). The three-point boundary value problem (1), (2) has a unique
solution

u(t) =

∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γt

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf (τ, u(τ)) dτ

)
ds,

where

G1(t, s) =


(α− 1)t(1− s)α−2 − (t− s)α−1

Γ(α)
, 0 ≤ s ≤ t ≤ 1,

(α− 1)t(1− s)α−2

Γ(α)
, 0 ≤ t ≤ s ≤ 1

G2(η, s) =


(α− 1)(1− s)α−2 − (α− 1)(η − s)α−2

Γ(α)
, 0 ≤ s ≤ η ≤ 1,

(α− 1)(1− s)α−2

Γ(α)
, 0 ≤ η ≤ s ≤ 1.

Lemma 2.4 ([20]). Let β ∈ (0, 1) be fixed. The kernel G1(t, s) satisfies the
following properties.
(1): 0 ≤ G1(t, s) ≤ G1(1, s) for all s ∈ (0, 1);
(2): min

β≤t≤1
G1(t, s) ≥ βG1(1, s) for all s ∈ (0, 1).

Lemma 2.5 ([20]). The unique solution u(t) of (1), (2) is nonnegative and
satisfies

min
β≤t≤1

u(t) ≥ β∥u∥. (3)

Theorem 2.6. Suppose E is a real Banach space, K ⊂ E is a cone, let Ω1,Ω2

be two bounded open sets of E such that θ ∈ Ω1, Ω1 ⊂ Ω2. Let operator T :
K ∩ (Ω2\Ω1) → K be completely continuous. Suppose that one of two conditions
hold
(i) ∥Tx∥ ≤ ∥x∥, ∀x ∈ K ∩ ∂Ω1, ∥Tx∥ ≥ ∥x∥, ∀x ∈ K ∩ ∂Ω2;
(ii) ∥Tx∥ ≥ ∥x∥, ∀x ∈ K ∩ ∂Ω1, ∥Tx∥ ≤ ∥x∥, ∀x ∈ K ∩ ∂Ω2,
then T has at least one fixed point in K ∩ (Ω2\Ω1).

Define the cone K by

K =

{
u ∈ C[0, 1] : u(t) ≥ 0, min

β≤t≤1
u(t) ≥ β∥u∥

}
, (4)

and the operator T : K → E by

(Tu)(t) =

∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γt

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds.

(5)
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Lemma 2.7 ([20]). T is completely continuous and T (K) ⊆ K.

Denote

fβ = lim inf
|u|→β

min
0≤t≤1

f(t, u)

|u|p−1
, fβ = lim sup

|u|→β

max
0≤t≤1

f(t, u)

|u|p−1
,

where β = 0+,∞,

M = β

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (1− β)α

Γ(α+ 1)

]
+

βγ

1− γ

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (η − β)α−1

Γ(α)

]
.

3. Main results

Theorem 3.1. Suppose that f∞ > 0, f0 < ∞. Then boundary value problem
(1), (2) has at least one positive solution if

1

f∞βp−1Mp−1
< λ <

((1− γ)Γ(α))
p−1

f0
. (6)

Proof. By (6), there exists ε > 0, such that

1

(f∞ − ε)βp−1Mp−1
≤ λ ≤ ((1− γ)Γ(α))

p−1

(f0 + ε)
. (7)

(i) Fixed ε. By f0 < ∞, there exists H1 > 0, such that for u : 0 < |u| ≤ H1, we
have

f(t, u) ≤ (f0 + ε)|u|p−1.

Define

Ω1 = {u ∈ K : ∥u∥ < H1} ,
for u ∈ ∂Ω1, we have

∥Tu∥ = max
0≤t≤1

|(Tu)(t)|

= max
0≤t≤1

{∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γt

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

}
≤
∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γ

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

≤
∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λ(f0 + ε)|u|p−1dτ

)
ds

+
γ

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λ(f0 + ε)|u|p−1dτ

)
ds
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≤
(
λ(f0 + ε)

)q−1 |u|
∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ds+
γ

1− γ

(
λ(f0 + ε)

)q−1 |u|
∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ds

≤
(
λ(f0 + ε)

)q−1 |u| 1

Γ(α)
+

γ

1− γ

(
λ(f0 + ε)

)q−1 |u| 1

Γ(α)

≤ 1

(1− γ)Γ(α)

(
λ(f0 + ε)

)q−1 ∥u∥

≤∥u∥.
Therefore, ∥Tu∥ ≤ ∥u∥.

(ii) By f∞ > 0, there exists H2 > 0, such that for |u| ≥ H2, we have

f(t, u) ≥ (f∞ − ε)|u|p−1.

Choose

H2 = max

{
H1

β
,
H2

β

}
, Ω2 = {u ∈ K : ∥u∥ < H2} ,

by Lemma 5, for u ∈ ∂Ω2, we have

βH2 = β∥u∥ ≤ |u| ≤ ∥u∥ = H2, t ∈ [β, 1],

thus

Tu(t) =

∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γt

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

≥
∫ 1

β

βG1(1, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λ(f∞ − ε)|u|p−1dτ

)
ds

+
γβ

1− γ

∫ 1

β

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λ(f∞ − ε)|u|p−1dτ

)
ds

≥ (λ(f∞ − ε))
q−1 |u|β

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (1− β)α

Γ(α+ 1)

]
+

γβ

1− γ
(λ(f∞ − ε))

q−1 |u|
[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (η − β)α−1

Γ(α)

]
=(λ(f∞ − ε))

q−1 |u|
{
β

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (1− β)α

Γ(α+ 1)

]
+

βγ

1− γ

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (η − β)α−1

Γ(α)

]}
≥ (λ(f∞ − ε))

q−1
βH2

{
β

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (1− β)α

Γ(α+ 1)

]
+

βγ

1− γ

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (η − β)α−1

Γ(α)

]}
≥H2 = ∥u∥.
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Therefore, ∥Tu∥ ≥ ∥u∥. So, by Theorem 2.6 (i), we have T has a fixed point
u ∈ Ω2 \ Ω1, therefore, u is a positive solution of boundary value problem (1),
(2). The proof is completed. �

Corollary 3.2. Suppose that f∞ > 0, f0 < ∞. Then boundary value problem
(1), (2) has nonnegative solution when(

1

f∞βp−1Mp−1
,
((1− γ)Γ(α))

p−1

f0

)
⊂ D1,

where D1 = {λ > 0}.

Theorem 3.3. Suppose that f0 > 0, f∞ < ∞. Then boundary value problem
(1), (2) has at least one positive solution if

1

f0βp−1Mp−1
< λ <

((1− γ)Γ(α))
p−1

f∞ . (8)

Proof. By (8), there exists ε > 0, such that

1

(f0 − ε)βp−1Mp−1
≤ λ ≤ ((1− γ)Γ(α))

p−1

(f∞ + ε)
. (9)

(i) Fixed ε. By f0 > 0, there exists H1 > 0, such that for u : 0 < |u| ≤ H1, we
have

f(t, u) ≥ (f0 − ε)|u|p−1, t ∈ [0, 1].

Define

Ω1 = {u ∈ K : ∥u∥ < H1} ,
by Lemma 5, for u ∈ ∂Ω1, we have

βH1 = β∥u∥ ≤ |u| ≤ ∥u∥ = H1, t ∈ [β, 1],

thus,

Tu(t) =

∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γt

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

≥
∫ 1

0

βG1(1, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γt

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

≥
∫ 1

0

βG1(1, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γβ

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds
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≥
∫ 1

β

βG1(1, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λ(f0 − ε)|u|p−1dτ

)
ds

+
γβ

1− γ

∫ 1

β

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λ(f0 − ε)|u|p−1dτ

)
ds

≥ (λ(f0 − ε))
q−1 |u|β

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (1− β)α

Γ(α+ 1)

]
+

γβ

1− γ
(λ(f0 − ε))

q−1 |u|
[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (η − β)α−1

Γ(α)

]
=(λ(f0 − ε))

q−1 |u|
{
β

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (1− β)α

Γ(α+ 1)

]
+

βγ

1− γ

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (η − β)α−1

Γ(α)

]}
≥ (λ(f0 − ε))

q−1
βH1

{
β

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (1− β)α

Γ(α+ 1)

]
+

βγ

1− γ

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (η − β)α−1

Γ(α)

]}
≥H1 = ∥u∥.

Therefore, ∥Tu∥ ≥ ∥u∥.
(ii) By f∞ < ∞, there exists H2 > 0, such that for u : |u| ≥ H2, we have

f(t, u) ≤ (f∞ + ε)|u|p−1.

We shall consider two cases, case 1, f is bounded. Case 2, f is unbounded.
Case 1. Suppose that f is bounded, there exists L > 0, such that

f(t, u) ≤ Lp−1.

Define

H2 = max

{
H1

β
,

Lλq−1

(1− γ)Γ(α)

}
, Ω2 = {u ∈ K : ∥u∥ < H2} ,

for u ∈ ∂Ω2, we have

∥Tu∥ = max
0≤t≤1

|(Tu)(t)|

= max
0≤t≤1

{∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γt

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

}
≤
∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γ

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds
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≤
∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λLp−1dτ

)
ds

+
γ

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λLp−1dτ

)
ds

≤λq−1L

∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ds+
γ

1− γ
λq−1L

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ds

≤λq−1L
1

Γ(α)
+

γ

1− γ
λq−1L

1

Γ(α)

≤ λq−1L

(1− γ)Γ(α)

≤H2 = ∥u∥.

Case 2. Choose H2 > max
{
H1, H2

}
, such that when t ∈ [0, 1] and

0 < |u| ≤ H2, we have f(t, u) ≤ f(t,H2). Let

Ω2 = {u ∈ K : ∥u∥ < H2} ,
for u ∈ ∂Ω2, we have

∥Tu∥ = max
0≤t≤1

|(Tu)(t)|

= max
0≤t≤1

{∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γt

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

}
≤
∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γ

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λf(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

≤
∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λf(τ,H2)dτ

)
ds

+
γ

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λf(τ,H2)dτ

)
ds

≤
∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λ(f∞ + ε)Hp−1
2 dτ

)
ds

+
γ

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

λ(f∞ + ε)Hp−1
2 dτ

)
ds

≤ (λ(f∞ + ε))
q−1

H2

∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ds

+
γ

1− γ
(λ(f∞ + ε))

q−1
H2

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ds
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≤ (λ(f∞ + ε))
q−1

H2
1

Γ(α)
+

γ

1− γ
(λ(f∞ + ε))

q−1
H2

1

Γ(α)

≤ (λ(f∞ + ε))
q−1

H2

(1− γ)Γ(α)

≤H2 = ∥u∥.

Therefore, ∥Tu∥ ≤ ∥u∥. So, by Theorem 2.6 (ii), we have T has a fixed point
u ∈ Ω2 \ Ω1, therefore, u is a positive solution of boundary value problem (1),
(2). The proof is completed. �

Corollary 3.4. Suppose that f0 > 0, f∞ < ∞. Then boundary value problem
(1), (2) has nonnegative solution when(

1

f0βp−1Mp−1
,
((1− γ)Γ(α))

p−1

f∞

)
⊂ D1,

where D1 = {λ > 0}.

4. Three positive solution of the problem (10), (11)

In this section, we will give the existence of three positive solutions of the
following fractional boundary value problem

(ϕp(D
α
0+u(t)))

′ + f(t, u(t)) = 0, 0 < t < 1, (10)

Dα
0+u(0) = u(0) = u′′(0) = 0, u′(1) = γu′(η), (11)

where ϕp(s) = |s|p−2s, p > 1, Dα
0+ is the Caputo’s derivative, α ∈ (2, 3], η, γ ∈

(0, 1), f ∈ C([0, 1]× [0,∞).
The basic space used in this section is a real Banach space E = C[0, 1] with

the norm ∥u∥ = max
0≤t≤1

|u(t)|.

Definition 4.1. The map α is said to be a nonnegative continuous concave
functional on a cone P of a real Banach space E provided that α : P → [0,∞)
is continuous and

α(tx+ (1− t)y) ≥ tα(x) + (1− t)α(y)

for all x, y ∈ P and 0 ≤ t ≤ 1.

Definition 4.2. The map γ is a nonnegative continuous convex functional on
a cone P of a real Banach space E provided that γ : P → [0,∞) is continuous
and

γ(tx+ (1− t)y) ≤ tγ(x) + (1− t)γ(y)

for all x, y ∈ P and 0 ≤ t ≤ 1.

Let α be a nonnegative continuous concave functional on P. Then for positive
real numbers 0 < a < b, we define the following convex sets:

Pr = {x ∈ P | ∥x∥ < r}, P (α, a, b) = {x ∈ P | a ≤ α(x), ∥x∥ ≤ b}.
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The following fixed point theorem is fundamental in the proofs of our main
results.

Theorem 4.3 ([30]). Let A : Pc → Pc be a completely continuous operator and
let α be a nonnegative continuous concave functional on P such that α(x) ≤ ∥x∥
for all x ∈ Pc. Suppose that there exist positive numbers 0 < a < b < d ≤ c such
that

(C1) {x ∈ P (α, b, d) |α(x) > b} ̸= ∅and α(Ax) > b for x ∈ P (α, b, d);

(C2) ∥Ax∥ < a for ∥x∥ ≤ a;

(C3) α(Ax) > b for x ∈ P (α, b, c) with ∥Ax∥ > d.

Then A has at least three fixed points x1, x2, x3 such that

∥x1∥ < a, b < α(x2) and ∥x3∥ > a with α(x3) < b.

Let β ∈ (0, 1) be fixed. Define the cone P by

P =

{
u ∈ C[0, 1] : u(t) ≥ 0, min

β≤t≤1
u(t) ≥ β∥u∥

}
, (12)

and the operator A : P → E by

(Au)(t) =

∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

f(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γt

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2

(
η, s)ϕq(

∫ s

0

f(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds.

(13)

It is obvious that the existence of a positive solution for the problem (10),
(11) is equivalent to the existence of nontrivial point of A in P.

We define the nonnegative continuous concave functional on P by

α(u) = min
β≤t≤1

u(t), ∀u ∈ P.

It is clear that α(u) ≤ ∥u∥ for u ∈ P.
Let

R =β

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (1− β)α

Γ(α+ 1)

]
+

βγ

1− γ

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
+

(η − 1)α−1

Γ(α)
− (η − β)α−1

Γ(α)

]
.

(14)

Theorem 4.4. Assume that there exist nonnegative numbers a, b, c such that
0 < a < b < b

β < c and f(t, u) satisfy the following conditions

(A1) f(t, u) < ϕp(c(1− γ)Γ(α)), for all (t, u) ∈ [0, 1]× [0, c];
(A2) f(t, u) ≤ ϕp(a(1− γ)Γ(α)), for all (t, u) ∈ [0, 1]× [0, a];

(A3) f(t, u) > ϕp(
b
R ), for all (t, u) ∈ [β, 1]× [b, b

β ].

Then BVP (10), (11) has at least three positive solutions x1, x2, x3 such that

∥x1∥ < a, b < α(x2) and ∥x3∥ > a, with α(x3) < b.
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Proof. We complete the proof by three steps.
Step 1. Show A : Pc → Pc and A : Pa → Pa.
Firstly, Lemma 2.5 guarantees APc ⊂ P. Secondly, for all u ∈ Pc, we have

0 ≤ u(t) ≤ c and by (A1),

∥Au∥ = max
0≤t≤1

|(Au)(t)|

≤
∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

f(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γt

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

f(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

≤
∫ 1

0

G1(1, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

f(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γ

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ 1

0

f(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

≤c(1− γ)Γ(α)

∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ds+
γ

1− γ
c(1− γ)Γ(α)

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ds

≤c(1− γ) + γc

=c.

Therefore, ∥Au∥ ≤ c which implies that APc ⊂ Pc. The operator A is completely
continuous by Lemma 2.7. Similarly, Au ∈ Pa for all u ∈ Pa.

Step 2. Show {
u ∈ P

(
α, b,

b

β

)
: α(u) > b

}
̸= ∅ (15)

α(Au) > b if u ∈ P

(
α, b,

b

β

)
. (16)

Let u = b+d
2 ; then u ∈ P, α(u) = b+d

2 > b and ∥u∥ = b+d
2 < d. That is, (15)

holds.
For u ∈ P (α, b, b

β ), we have

b ≤ u(t) ≤ b

β
, β ≤ t ≤ 1.

then by (A3), we get

α(Au) = min
β≤t≤1

(Au)(t)

≥ min
β≤t≤1

[∫ 1

0

G1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

f(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γt

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

f(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

]
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≥
[∫ 1

β

βG1(t, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

f(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

+
γβ

1− γ

∫ 1

0

G2(η, s)ϕq

(∫ s

0

f(τ, u(τ))dτ

)
ds

]
≥bβ

R

[∫ 1

β

G1(1, s)ds+
γ

1− γ

∫ 1

β

G2(η, s)ds

]
=
bβ

R

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
− (1− β)α

Γ(α+ 1)

]
+

βγ

1− γ

[
(1− β)α−1

Γ(α)
+

(η − 1)α−1

Γ(α)
− (η − β)α−1

Γ(α)

]
=b.

Therefore, we have α(Au) > b. Hence, (16) holds.
Step 3. Show α(Au) > b for all u ∈ P (α, b, c) with ∥Au∥ > b

β .

If u ∈ P (α, b, c) with ∥Au∥ > b
β , by Lemma 2.5, we have α(Au) ≥ β∥Au∥ > b.

Hence, an application of Theorem 4.3 completes the proof. �

References

1. R.P. Agarwal, D. O’Regan and S. Stanek, Positive solutions for Dirichlet problems of

singular nonlinear fractional differential equations, J. Math. Anal. Appl. 371 (2010), 57-
68.

2. R.P. Agrawal, Formulation of Euler-Larange equations for fractional variational prob-

lemsm, J. Math. Anal. Appl. 271 (2002), 368-379.
3. R.L. Bagley and P.J. Torvik, On the fractional calculus model of viscoelastic behavior, J.

Rheol 30 (1986), 133-155.
4. Z. Bai and H. Lu, Positive solutions for boundary value problem of nonlinear fractional

differential equation, J. Math. Anal. Appl. 311 (2005), 495-505.
5. Z. Bai, Eigenvalue intervals for a class of fractional boundary value problem, Comput.

Math. Appl. 64 (2012), 3253-3257.
6. G. Chai, Positive solutions for boundary value problem of fractional differential equation

with p-Laplacian operator, Bound. Value Probl. 18 (2012), 1-20.
7. C.S. Goodrich, Existence of a positive solution to systems of differential equations of frac-

tional order, Comput. Math. Appl. 62 (2011), 1251-1268.
8. D. Jiang and C. Yuan, The positive properties of the Green function for Dirichlet-type

boundary value problems of nonlinear fractional differential equations and its application,
Nonlinear Anal. 72 (2010), 710-719.

9. M. Jia and X. Liu, Three nonnegative solutions for fractional differential equations with
integral boundary conditions, Comput. Math. Appl. 62 (2011), 1405-1412.

10. T. Jankowski, Positive solutions for second order impulsive differential equations involving
Stieltjes integral conditions, Nonlinear Anal. 74 (2011), 3775-3785.

11. A.A. Kilbas, H.M. Srivastava and J.J. Trujillo, Theory and applications of fractional dif-

ferential equations, North-Holland mathematics studies, vol. 204. Amsterdam: Elsevier;
2006.

12. E.R. Kaufmann and E. Mboumi, Positive Solutions Of A Boundary Value Problem For
A Nonlinear Fractional Differential Equation, Electron. J. Qual. Theo. 3 (2008), 1-11.



Positive solutions for a three-point fractional boundary value problems for p-Laplacian 283

13. N. Kosmatov, A singular boundary value problem for nonlinear differential equations of
fractional order, J. Appl. Math. Comput. 29 (2009), 125-135.

14. N. Kosmatov, A boundary value problem of fractional order at resonance, Electron. J.

Diff. Equat. 135 (2010), 1-10.
15. L. Lin, X. Liu and H. Fang, Method of upper and lower solutions for fractional differential

equations, Electron. J. Diff. Equat. 100 (2012), 1-13.
16. Z. Liu and L. Lu, A class of BVPs for nonlinear fractional differential equations with

p-Laplacian operator, Electron. J. Qual. Theo. 70 (2012), 1-16.
17. K.S. Miller and B. Ross, An introduction to the fractional calculus and fractional differ-

ential equations, New York, John Wiley, 1993.
18. K.B. Oldham and J. Spanier, The fractional calculus, New York: Academic Press; 1974.

19. I. Podlubny, Fractional differential equations, mathematics in science and engineering,
New York, Academic Press, 1999.

20. F.J. Torres, Positive Solutions for a Mixed-Order Three-Point Boundary Value Problem
for p-Laplacian, Abstr. Appl. Anal. 2013 (2013) Article ID 912576, 1-8.

21. G. Wang, W. Liu, S. Zhu and T. Zheng, Existence results for a coupled system of nonlinear
fractional 2m-point boundary value problems at resonance, Adv. Diff. Equat. 44 (2011), 1-
17.

22. Y. Wang, L. Liu and Y. Wu, Positive solutions for a class of fractional boundary value

problem with changing sign nonlinearity, Nonlinear Anal. 74 (2011), 6434-6441.
23. Y. Wang, L. Liu and Y. Wu, Positive solutions for a nonlocal fractional differential equa-

tion, Nonlinear Anal. 74 (2011), 3599-3605.

24. C. Yuan, Two positive solutions for (n-1,1)-type semipositone integral boundary value
problems for coupled systems of nonlinear fractional differential equations, Commun. Non-
linear Sci. Numer. Simulat. 17 (2012), 930-942.

25. C. Zhai and L. Xu, Properties of positive solutions to a class of four-point boundary value

problem of Caputo fractional differential equations with a parameter, Commun. Nonlinear
Sci. Numer. Simulat. 19 (2014), 2820-2827.

26. S. Zhang, Positive solutions for boundary value problems of nonlinear fractional differen-
tional equations, Electron. J. Diff. Eqns. 36 (2006), 1-12.

27. S. Zhang and X. Su, The existence of a solution for a fractional differential equation with
nonlinear boundary conditions considered using upper and lower solutions in reverse order,
Comput. Math. Appl. 62 (2011), 1269-1274.

28. V. Lakshmikantham, Theory of fractional functional differential equations. Nonlinear

Anal. 69 (2008), 3337-3343.
29. X. Xu, D. Jiang and C. Yuan, Multiple positive solutions for the boundary value problem

of a nonlinear fractional differential equation, Nonlinear Anal. 71 (2009), 4676-4688.
30. X. Zhao, C. Chai and W. Ge, Positive solutions for fractional four-point boundary value

problems, Commun. Nonlinear Sci. Numer. Simul. 16 (2011), 3665-3672.
31. X. Zhang, L. Liu and Y. Wu, The eigenvalue problem for a singular higher order fractional

differential equation involving fractional derivatives, Appl. Math. Comput. 218 (2012),

8526-8536.
32. Y. Zhou, Existence and uniqueness of solutions for a system of fractional differential

equations, J. Frac. Calc. Appl. Anal. 12 (2009), 195-204.
33. Y. Zhang, Z. Bai and T. Feng, Existence results for a coupled system of nonlinear fractional

three-point boundary value problems at resonance, Appl. Math. Comput. 61 (2011), 1032-
1047.

34. Y. Zhou, F. Jiao and J. Li, Existence and uniqueness for fractional neutral differential
equations with infinite delay, Nonlinear Anal. 71 (2009), 3249-3256.

Yitao Yang is now works in Tianjin University of Technology. His research interests focus
on applied mathematics.



284 Yitao Yang and Yuejin Zhang

College of Science, Tianjin University of Technology, Tianjin 300384, P. R. China.
e-mail: yitaoyangqf@163.com

Yuejin Zhang is now works in College of information & Business, Zhongyuan University
of Technology. His research interests focus on applied mathematics.

Basic Research Section, College of information & Business, Zhongyuan University of Tech-
nology, Zhengzhou 451191, P. R. China.


