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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to present the mental model of young adolescents’ media
environment and the use and to provide several educational suggestions drawing on the revealed
model. For this, the data were collected through 4 activities such as interview, picture drawings,
word association experiment, and sentence completion task with ten 4-5th graders in elementary
schools; they were qualitatively analyzed by 2 researchers. First, the meaning components driven
by sentence completion task, word association experiment were totally 6 components: media
device, connection(alienation), competence(provision), entertainment, adverse effects, ambilaterality.
Second, the components of media mental model driven by pictures were 4 components:
functions/competence, entertainment, conflict with paper books/sharing, harmfulness/
ambilaterality. Third, the components from interview consisted of conflict between paper books
and electronic media, communication—centeredness, fear(addiction) and users’ qualification. Based
on those results, careful examination in cyber talk, necessity of addiction prevention, active
development of learning media and their balanced utilization with books, and healthful media
literacy education and reinforcement of critical thinking were suggested.
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