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Analysis on Deciles Distribution Behaviors of Four Major Korean Movie
Distribution Companies and the Rest
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Abstract

With the multiplex and wide release strategy, the monopolies of four major distribution
companies and three multiplex chain, the polarization of Korean movie’s Box Office performance
is deepening. The four major distributor of NEW, CJ CGV, Lotte Cinema distributed 290 movies
of 538 movies produced from 2009 to 2014 in Korea. The audience market share of these four
distributors is 85.74%, while other 248 movies covers only 14.26%, which are distributed by
outsides of the four major distribution system. The concentration of film admission has been
deepened in Gini Index from 0.53 in 2004 to 0.85 in 2014. The movies distributed by others rather
than four major companies suffers inequality in numbers of secured screens, screening times,
and secured seats of movie theaters. In the highest 10% of box-office ranking, there is only one
movie distributed by others. The lowest 50% of box-office ranking, there are 186 movies by
others, while four companies have 81 movies. However, Occupancy rate of seat of major
companies is lower than 16.83% of that of the others in the lowest 50% section. Workers of
Korean movie industry are suffered from this polarization and they seek their breakthrough by
producing erotic movies for VOD in recent years.
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