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Putting Seeds of Endogenous Development into the State-led Industrial
Cluster : the Case of Gumi IT Cluster in Korea™
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Abstract : Although industrial complexes have played as an engine of the Korean economy for the last 40 years,
the majority of industrial complexes shows limitations to the continuous growth such as a lack of innovation
capabilities and social capital, conceived as a key to transforming into clusters of innovation. To overcome those
problems, the Korean government embarked on the cluster policy from the mid 2000’s, focusing on promoting the
endogenous development capabilities of individual industrial complexes. Drawing upon the in—depth case study of
the Gumi IT cluster, one of the representative large—scale industrial complexes in Korea, the authors conclude that
the cluster policy has contributed to making the Gumi IT cluster enhance the capabilities of endogenous
development through the facilitation of self-organizing learning communities within the cluster.

Key Words : Gumi IT cluster, industrial complex, industrial cluster project, mini—cluster, working group, learning

communities.
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