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——Abstract

to follow-up patterns.

in the irregular group (p <0.05).

Special Health Care Needs (SHCN) patients need regular follow-up because of high incidence and severity of
oral disease. The aim of this study was to evaluate the dental treatment outcomes of SHCN patients according

SHCN patients who were treated under general anesthesia (GA) at Kyung Hee University Dental Hospital
from 2006 to 2014 were included in this study. The final samples comprised of 53 patients that were divided
into regular (33 patients) and irregular (20 patients) follow-up groups according to their follow-up patterns. The
type of dental treatment after GA during the follow—up periods were compared. In the irregular group, aggressive
treatment including endodontic, prosthetic treatment, and extraction were predominant, compared with the
regular group (p < 0.05). In addition, all patients who had dental treatment under GA in follow-up periods were

In conclusion, the results of this study provide the importance of regular follow-ups with SHCN patients and
emphasize responsibilities of dentists for educating patients and their guardians.
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Fig. 1. Flow chart of the special health care needs patients.
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Fig. 2. Comparison of age distribution between regular and irregular
follow-up groups.

Table 1. Distribution of primary disabilities by the follow-up pattern

o Regular  Irregular

Type of disability croup/()  group (@) p value
Mental retardation 18 11

Brain lesions 7 6
Developmental disabilities (Autism) 5 1

Mental disorder 2 0 0.400
Hearing impairment 0 1

Heart disorder 1 0

Others* 0 1

Others* : Noonan syndrome
Chi-square test (* : p <0.05)
n, sample size
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Fig. 3. Comparison of dental treatment provided after general anesthesia
between regular and irregular follow-up groups.

Table 2. The number of treatment during follow-up period by the follow-
up pattern

Treatment Oral exam
Type of Follow-up pattern @ @) p value
Regular grou 25
glat group 0.503
Irregular group 17 3

Fisher' extract test (* : p <0.05)
n, sample size

Table 3. Distribution of dental treatment provided after general anesthesia
by the follow-up pattern

Regular Irregular
Type of treatment — — p value
Preventive restoration ' 3 2 1.000
Scaling* 18 13 0.454
Restorative treatment’ 13 15 0.012*
Pulp treatment’ 1 10 0.000*
Prosthetic treatment’ 2 10 0.000*
Extraction® 6 9 0.036*
Repetitive general anesthesia ' 0 7 0.001*

TFisher's extract test, * Chi-square test (* : p <0.05)
n, sample size
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