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Focus Group Interview on Opinion about the Design and Management

of Toothbrushing Facilities

Hyo-Jin Lee™ and Dai-ll Paik

Department of Preventive and Social Dentistry, School of Dentistry, Seoul National University, Seoul 03080, Korea

This study collected opinions about the design and management of toothbrushing facilities from schoolteachers and the people in charge of public
centers, through a focus group interview (FGl), for the development of guidelines, Four moderators conducted eight FGls of 32 subjects in charge
of toothbrushing facilities across all the regions, The qualitative data was analyzed by constant comparative analysis. The findings indicated that
more students utilized the facility and brushed their teeth after the installation of toothbrushing facilities, To enhance students’ accessibility and
safety, guidelines for design and management guidelinesfor toothbrushing facilities need to be developed; the location, sink height and depth, drain
size, etc, should be comprehensively considered in the development of the guidelines, This study can help to improve students’ satisfaction by
enhancing the accessibility, safety, and functionality of toothbrushing facilities, and by providing fundamental data for toothbrushing facilities’
development, Finally, this study can maximize the effects of management of toothbrushing facilities management on the improvement of students’

oral health and behaviors,
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Table 1. Questionnaire of Focus Group Interview
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Topic Questions
Experience - Have you ever had bad or good experience related to toothbrushing facility?
Prioritization
School teachers - What do you think a priority of management of toothbrushing facility in comparison with the

following school health programs?

School health medical examination -

- Infectious disease prevention including hand -

washing

toothbrushing facility

Prevention of smoking and drug abuse -
Oral health care including management of -

Health education such as sex education

Instruction of diet related to obesity and
nutrition

Mental health development

Environmental management in the air quality
and asbestos

First aid and cardio- pulmonary resuscitation
education

People in charge of public center - What do you think a priority of management of toothbrushing facility in comparison with the
following school oral health programs?

- Oral health education
- Fluoride mouth rinsing

- Topical fluoride application
Management of toothbrushing facility (tooth- -

brushing after a lunch)

Oral health examination

Connection with other programs such as nu-
trition, smoking, etc.

Dental treatment for vulnerable group

Management of a school dental clinic

Pit and fissure sealant

Adequacy of location or design - Have you ever experienced any problems due to location or design of toothbrushing facility
(i.e. Limitation of using toothbrushing facility, safety accident occurrence, etc)?
- On the contrary, have you ever experienced advantages due to location or design of toothbrushing

facility?

(Comments related to problems of water supply and drainage, cleaning, height and width of
the sink, the flow with other buildings, etc.)

Posts, devices, or contents - Are there contents, posts, or devices that have advantages of student safety or a pleasant use,

and vice versa?

(i.e. Storage of toothbrush and toothpaste, education and promoting of toothbrushing facility,
motivation of toothbrushing, etc.)
- What kinds of contents do you need to be installed for using toothbrushing facility?

Activity for effective management - In order to activate use of toothbrushing facility, various activities need to be developed,
including student education, promoting activities for parents, teachers. What kinds of activities

should be developed for effective management?

Main body of operation Operating body of toothbrushing facility might be a school, a public health center, or management
committee (teacher, parents, people in charge of public center, connected group). Do you think
who is proper for the operation?

Improvement of toothbrushing What is your opinions on development of toothbrushing facility for students’ oral health

facility improvement?
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