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Abstract

A relevance between a cognitive level of infectious diseases and the
practice attitude for infection management in case of practical learning

Nakyung Hwangbo®" , Eunji An?, Hyejung Jung®, Somin Lee*, Haecheong Shin®
"TSeoul Sun dental clinic, 2Dongnam Health Univertisy, *Anyang metro hospital,

*Bomnal dental clinic, ®Herb Dental clinic

The purpose of this study was to examine the level of awareness and attitude towards
infectious diseases and its control, with any existing correlations, and to provide basic
educational materials for oral prophylaxis practices and enhance compliance with the infection
prevention measures.

420 university students in Gyeonggi—do participated in the study, and a total of 365 sets of
questionnaires were used for the results. The statistical analysis of these results were conducted
using the SPSS statistics ver. 21.0.

Results showed hepatitis B with the highest rating of 71.3% for the infectious disease
recognition test, also with the highest rating on the infectious disease knowledge test.
Information about AIDS infection, tuberculosis, overall knowledge about infectious diseases, and
pre—practice attitude towards infection control were found to broaden and increase with the
increasing years in tertiary education. The group of students who scored at least a 4 in the
knowledge-level test of hepatitis B had a higher sum-total for their attitude test on infection
control before/during/after prophylaxis practices and their attitude towards the practices,
compared to the group who scored less than a 4. Questionnaires about awareness levels for
vaccinations and medical examinations indicated that participants who study dental hygiene had
high awareness levels, but their knowledge of infectious diseases and attitude towards infection
control were substantially lower.

It is highly recommended that students receive an improved level of educational program
about infectious diseases and infection control compliance by incorporating a clinical manual and

an enhanced policy intervention during the oral prophylaxis clinics.

Key words: Attitude toward infection control, Infectious disease, Oral prophylaxis practices
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