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{Abstract)

This study investigates how participatory digital archives should
handle user-contributed content in order to legitimately collect from and
make available to users according to current copyright laws and related
regulations., In doing so, this study surveys the current national and
international copyright laws that would apply for digital contents in
archives, It also reviews the existing literature that analyzes the

understanding and interpretation of regulations and specific infringement



cases, Then, it examines the cases of participatory digital archives as to
how they deal with the copyright issues to user-contributed content and
provide guidance to users in this respect. Based on such analysis, the
study suggests a few methods of how digital archives acquire necessary
rights for the user-contributed content being housed in archives and
how they provide useful guidance to users about their rights and
responsibilities, These methods include terms and conditions for
contribution/service and essential elements in terms, contributor

agreements and their details, and other user guidelines,
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