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Housing Experience of Married Women in Multi-Cultural Families from

an Ecological Perspective
Shin-Hye Hwang - Hyung-Ock Hong

Department of Housing and Interior Design, Kyung Hee University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

This study examined the nature of multi-cultural families' housing problems living in South Korea. A qualitative
research was conducted through in-depth interviews with immigrant women from three Southeast Asian
countries. The subjects of this study were 15 married immigrants from the Philippine, Cambodia, and Vietnam
living in Seoul. The major findings were as follows: firstly, reciprocity for the in-between person and environment:
the preferred to blend into Korean society instead of making a community based on national origin. Secondly,
intention to housing: all participants were passive about moving and the Vietnamese and Cambodians placed
more importance on the family community than the Filipinas. Thirdly, meaning of housing and interaction: for
the most important area in the house, the Vietnamese and Cambodians stated that rooms were for a couple and
treated family space more importantly than Filipinas who pursuit personal comfort. Fourthly, housing adaptation
process: adapting to climate difference between home countries and Korea was the biggest difficulty. Fifthly,
residential satisfaction/dissatisfaction: mostly satisfied with housing facilities; however, they were dissatisfied
with the number of rooms and house size due to a necessity for personal space. In conclusion, ideas implied from
native country of married immigrants in multicultural families did not change significantly in preference of the
current environment. The needs for an ethnic community was not great, because they seemed able to assimilate
positively by living with a Korean husband and relatives. Gradual assimilation through a cultural acculturation
process can be considered desirable.
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Table 1. Identity and Lifestyle of Interviewee

Family and Environment Research fer

Native Interviewee Age Residency Regionof Level of  Family Subjective Purpose of coming to Lifestyle
country (yr) in Korea origin education type  standard of living Korea
(yr) in Korea
(monthly income,
KRW 10,000 won)
Vietnam Ms. VD 29 7 Countryside High school Extended Average (250)  To succeed in Korea Pursuit of happiness/
diploma family voluntary opening type
Ms. VZ 27 3 Countryside High school Extended Average (200)  Likes Korea Family communication pursuit/
diploma family spontaneous conventional type
Ms. VM 23 2 City High school Nuclear Likes Korea Pursuit of comfort/
diploma family i voluntary opening type
Ms. VH 31 7 Countryside College Nuclear Average (200)  For her comfortable life  Family communication pursuit/
diploma family spontaneous conventional type
Ms. VK 30 8 Countryside Middle Nuclear Average (300)  For her comfortable life  Family communication pursuit/
school family passive opening type
diploma
Philippine ~ Ms. PY 30 7 City High school Extended Poor (100) For economic stability, Family communication pursuit/
diploma family support of family, and passive opening type
likes Korea
Ms. PJ 42 14 City College Nuclear Average (200)  To succeed in Korea Pursuit of comfort/
diploma family voluntary opening type
Ms. PV 41 10 City College Nuclear Average (250)  Forajob Individual pursuit/
diploma family voluntary type
Ms. PR 28  3yr3mo Countryside College Nuclear Good (340) Likes Korea Pursuit of comfort/
diploma family passive opening type
Ms. PN 43 15 Countryside College Nuclear Good (400) For religion (the Pursuit of comfort/
diploma family Unification Church) voluntary opening type
Cambodia ~ Ms. CT 29 5 City High school Nuclear Average (260)  For economic stability and Pursuit of comfort/
diploma family support of family, and passive conventional type
likes Korea
Ms. CK 23 2 Countryside Middle Extended Poor (100) For economic stability, Family communication pursuit/
school family support of family, and for  passive opening type
diploma her comfortable life
Ms. CC 25 3 City Middle Nuclear Average (250)  Likes Korea Individual pursuit/
school family spontaneous conventional type
diploma
Ms. CB 28 7 Small sized  Middle Nuclear Good (400) For economic stability, Family communication pursuit/
city school family support of family, and passive conventional type
diploma likes Korea
Ms. CA 27 7 Countryside Middle Nuclear Average (250)  For economic stability Family communication pursuit/
school family and support of family passive opening type
diploma
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Table 2. Environment Evaluation (Vietnam, Philippine, and Cambodia)

Vietnam

Philippine Cambodia

Question constitute

Native country Korea Native country Korea Native country Korea
(D Lighting 4.40 4.20 4.40 3.60 4.20 3.60
(@ Heating - 4.20 - 4.40 - 3.00
@ Ventilating 5.00 4.40 4.60 3.60 3.60 3.00
@ Humidity 3.40 4.20 4.00 3.00 3.20 3.20
(®) Chilled water facilities - 4.60 4.60 4.20 - 4.00
(® Hot-water supply - 4.80 - 4.40 - 4.20
(@ Water supply facilities 3.40 4.80 3.80 4.40 4.40 4.20
Drainage facilities 4.00 4.60 3.60 4.80 3.60 4.20
(© Privacy 3.40 4.40 3.40 3.80 3.00 3.00
Internal sound proofing 2.20 2.80 2.60 3.40 1.80 2.80
@ Number of rooms 4.40 3.20 3.80 3.80 2.20 2.40
@@ House size 4.75 3.40 4.40 3.60 2.80 2.00
@3 Cleanliness 3.40 3.80 4.00 4.20 2.40 2.00
@ Hygiene 3.40 400 3.80 400 2.80 3.40
(@ Outside noise 3.00 2.80 2.40 3.40 3.00 2.40
@6 Protection from disasters 4.00 3.40 4.20 4.60 3.60 3.40
(@@ Local transportation 3.00 4.40 2.80 5.00 3.60 3.00
@ Living space composition 3.80 3.60 3.40 4.00 320 2.80
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Table 3. Ranking of Ideal Residential Space Formation
Native ) Ranking of ideal residential space formation
country Interiewee 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Vietnam Ms.VD - No. of rooms Flexibility of space Size of house Interior facilities ~ Living room size ~ Kitchen size Bathroom Yard/garden Toilet
Ms.VZ  Interior facilities ~ Size of house Yard No. of rooms Kitchen size Living room size  Bathroom Toilet Flexibility of space
Ms.VM Size of house No. of rooms Interior facility ~ Yard Living room size  Bathroom Kitchen size Toilet Flexibility of space
Ms.VH  Living roomssize  Flexivility of space Yard/garden Size of house No. of rooms Kitchen size Interior facilities ~ Bathroom=
toilet
Ms. VK Living roomsize  No. of rooms Interior facilities  Size of house Kitchen size Bathroom= Flexivility of space Yard]garden
toilet
Philippine Ms.PY  Size of house Flexibility of space Yard No. of rooms Kitchen size Living room size  Bathroom Toilet Interior facility
Ms. P) Interior facilities  Flexibility of space Toilet Size of house No. of rooms Kitchen size Yard/garden Bathroom Living room size
Ms.PV- Kitchen size Bathroom No. of rooms Living room size ~ Yard Interior facilities  Size of house Flexibility of space Toilet
Ms.PR  Etc (transit Flexibility of space Interior facilities  Toilet Size of house No. of rooms Living room size ~ Kitchen size Bathroom
facilities)
Ms.PN  Size of house No. of rooms Flexibility of space Living room size ~ Kitchen size Bathroom Interior facilities  Toilet Yard|garden
Cambodia Ms.CT - Interior facilities  No. of rooms Kitchen size Bathroom Flexibility of space Living roomsize  Toilet Yard/garden Size of house
Ms.CK Interior facilities  No. of rooms Kitchen size=living Bathroom Toilet Yard/garden Flexibility of space  None
room size
Ms.CC  Flexibility of space Size of house Living room size ~ Toilet Bathroom Kitchen size Yard/garden Interior facilities  No. of rooms
Ms.CB  Size of house Etc, transit No. of rooms Living room size ~ Kitchen size Yardgarden Interior facilities ~ Bathroom Toilet
facilities, market
Ms.CA  Yard/garden Flexibiity of space  Interior facilities ~ Size of house Toilet Etc. (space for kid) Kitchen size Living room size  No. of rooms
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Table 4. Meaning of Housing

Family and Environment Research fer

Native country Meaning of house Rank
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th

Vietnam Maintain life satisfaction 1 1 2 1

Communication between family 2 2 1

Space sharing with family 3 2

Comfort and easement 1 2 1 1

Tolerance of individual life 3 1 1

Learning and keeping tradition 1 2 1 1

Social status 1 1 3
Philippine Maintain life satisfaction 1 1 2 1

Communication between family 1 2 1 1

Space sharing with family 1 2 1 1

Comfort and easement 3 1 1

Tolerance of individual life 1 2 1 1

Learning and keeping tradition 2 1 2

Social status 1 4
Cambodia Maintain life satisfaction 1 1 1 1 1

Communication between family 2 1 1

Space sharing with family 2 1 1 1

Comfort and easement 2 1 1

Tolerance of individual life 1 1 1 1

Learning and keeping tradition
Social status

The frequency/of 15 persons.
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