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Abstract The purpose of this study was to identify the relationships among knowledge, attitudes toward caring
for the elderly and geriatric nursing practice and the influencing factors on geriatric nursing practice in nursing
students. Data were collected from 255 nursing students with clinical practice experiences in three nursing
schools in B city, with the measurement of Fact on Aging Quiz Part I, Attitudes toward Caring for the
Elderly and Geriatric nursing practice. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, t-test, ANOVA, Pearson’s
correlation coefficient, and Stepwise multiple regression. Significant correlations were found among knowledge
of, caring attitude towards the elderly and geriatric nursing practice. The significant factors influencing geriatric
nursing practice were caring attitude towards the elderly, grade, and knowledge of the elderly, and these factors
explained 27.4% of the variance. The findings suggest that effective educational strategies need to be developed
and implemented to foster positive caring attitude towards and knowledge of the elderly in order to improve
geriatric nursing practice in nursing students.
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(Table 1) Knowledge, Attitudes toward caring and Geriatric Nursing Practice Level by Characteristics

of Nursing Students (N=255)
Knowledge Attitudes toward caring Geriatric Nursing Practice
aArace Tetire P q 0,
Characteristics Categories n(%) MeansSD tor F MeansSD tor F MeansSD torF
(p) (p) (p)
Gender Male 21( 82) 0.50+0.09 1.49 3424052 -0.61 3.29+0.46 -1.28
Female 234(91.8) 0.47+0.09 (.138) 3.50+0.36 (.549) 3.40+0.37 (.297)
Agelyr) 20-22 183(71.8) 0.47+0.09 0.17 3.49+0.38 0.29 3.38+0.37 0.10
23-25 50(19.6) 0.48+0.09 (.847) 347+0.35 (.746) 3.40+0.41 (.902)
26 22( 86) 0.47+0.09 354+0.33 342+0.43
Mean+SD 2242274
Grade 3rd 102(40.0) 0.46+0.09 -1.81 3.48+0.39 -0.42 3.28+0.35 -4.02
4th 153(60.0) 0.48+0.09 .077) 35040.35 (.676) 3.46+0.33 (<.001)
Religion Christian 117(45.9) 0.48+0.09 093 35140.36 1.27 3.36+0.38 1.16
Catholic 9( 35) 0.4340.12 (.448) 35640.35 (.281) 3.4440.29 (.328)
Buddhist 28(11.0) 0.47+0.10 358+0.35 352+0.37
None 70(32.1) 0.47+0.10 3.44+0.39 3.37+0.39
etc 4( 1.6) 0.43+0.06 3.34+0.06 3.45+0.16
Living Yes 201(78.8) 0.47+0.10 -0.33 3.48+0.36 -0.28 3.33+0.40 -0.77
grandparents No 54(21.2) 0.48+0.08 (.740) 3.52+0.40 (.778) 3.40+0.39 (.462)
Current Yes 26(10.2) 0.47+0.09 -0.46 347+0.39 0.84 3.34+0.40 0.05
cohabitation No 229(89.8) 0.47+0.09 (.649) 3.49+0.37 402) 3.39+0.38 (.964)
with the
elderly
Cohabitation Yes 141(55.3) 0.47+0.09 -0.65 354+0.35 222 3.39+0.37 0.07
with the No 114(44.7) 0.48+0.09 (.517) 3.4340.33 (.028) 3.39+0.39 (.946)
elderly in
the past
Volunteer Yes 237(92.9) 0.47+0.09 0.03 351+0.36 2.84 3.40+.0.37 2.07
experience No 18( 7.1) 0.47+0.11 (.973) 3.26+0.36 (.010) 3214042 (.040)
for the
elderly
Elderly Yes 151(59.2) 0.48+0.09 0.79 357+0.36 4.03 3.42+0.37 1.42
acquaintance No 104(40.8) 0.47+0.09 (.427) 3.3840.36 (<.001) 3.35+0.39 (.157)
Received Yes 144(56.5) 0.49+0.09 3.22 3.52+0.34 152 3.43+0.37 2.26
education in No 111(435) 0.45+0.09 (.001) 3.45+0.40 (.128) 3.33+0.39 (.025)
geriatrics
Preference Yes 140(54.9) 0.48+0.09 -0.52 3.65+0.33 6.09 3.47+0.38 157
for geriatric No & not sure  105(45.1) 0.49+0.11 (.604) 3.2240.34 (<.001) 3.33+0.42 (.125)
nursing

(Table 2) Nursing Student's Knowledge of the 3.4 2SSOl L oIZIS AN
Elderly N=25% deste wansaudme 49 wdel B
Variables Min Max  Mean  SD 339403871t} w9tz 8 T /P AHe
Knowledge 0.24 072 047 092 Bol] &ta gl B ‘oAl £& FolFAY A
Physical aspect 027 091 060 013 A HEE o] AA ) FrP oA “ w3 oA kAT
Psychological aspect 0.00 1.00 0.51 0.17 }\] E‘Ugé‘]’——l—’— :H'\% b2 A 33] ?:5}‘:}”, “}1“—9194 RaS=p4|
Social aspect 0.00 07 027 015 A HER Sen som vl ke dd A
TIF 7P ok B ‘EE T S gle el O
A FARAE A AT H5E Alggt "ot

<Table 4>.
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(Table 3) Scores for Attitudes toward Caring 3.5 Zt=sstdo| oabi™ EMo| mE =2loj
for the Elderly according to Items of L8t XAl LOISEEE, LOIZISAIN
the Scale (N=255) )

gdte] SAo] mhe weole] g A4 wolzts
Item content M+£SD s 1
Z3o] B (1= = Al §9]3 x}o o
Attitudes toward Caring for the Elderly 3.49+0.37 Te 01—,—(‘5 3.22, 'OODOﬂ 1 freld 2 ]7} ‘/}E}” "_'D:]’
Valuable 407+0.66 HIERHEE JAd =A0F5A F8(t=222, p=.028),
Kind 394061 o] o - -
i z}-2] AL 3 (1= = 2B 0] o1
Positive 389:061 A A SRR (28, p=010), Awiel
Important 386+0.67 (t=4.03, p<.001), =917+ X 5 o] 5(t=6.09, p<.001)°A]
peautiul S Frol@ Aolzk vEhitt). thgte] S4ol we wlz
Generous 3.78+0.60 . )
Flexible 378+056 FAHE (=402, p<O0D), =9AAEAEY
Warm 3152070 (t=2.07, p=040), :=217+% 57378 (t=2.26, p=.025)91 4]
Responsible 3.75+0.64 o
Fair 372£067 ol g xfo] 7} YEbtti<Table 1>
Empathetic 367067
Active 3.63+0.70 — = =
IS SHHO ol 5 Al ol=E=
Satisfied 3504063 3.6 Zt=shdol olof et X|A, L=021&=
Comfortable 3.40+0.70 EHE, LolZIS AN 79| Jg:ll_lu'll_l-j;“
Optimistic 3.38+0.61 L B
Enjoyable 333£058 s3] wQlof] theh A4 wRIEEEE H gl
Amusing 320:070 DEAR 1) FHUAE s At w2l B A
23} ERIEHHE(r=15, p<001), =<lo gk |27}

(Table 5) Correlations in Knowledge, Attitudes — =%17F% A3 (r=22, p<00D), =Ql= el =t :=RIRts
toward Caring, and Nursing( Practi():e AR (=46, p<001) 7olE o8k A4 AaaA7t
Level for the Elderl N=255

y T<Table 5>.
Attitudes Geriatric
Variables Knowledge toward Nursing _— = 1= = -
caing  Practice 3.7 ZtSshio| LoIZISHHM FES 0Oxl=

Knowledge 1 R?_l

Attitudes toward Caring 15 1 15 o o = = o1 5E0 i 6 6]0 <

FE 3] wRIbE ARl S WX 2]ls T

Geriatric Nursing Practice 227 46™ 1 _ N _

ota7] 93l BERAEA S ANSdTh L ATE 9
#p<01, *¥p<.001
(Table 4) Score for Geriatric Nursing Practice according to Items of the Scale (N=255)
Item content M+SD
Geriatric Nursing Practice 3.39+0.38
1 support the elderly, holding hands or contacting physically. 367+0.55
I talk to the elderly slowly with easy expressions when I communicate with them. 3.62+0.49
I listen to the elderly’s plea with eager attention. 3.54+0.55
I don't hurry or rush the elderly during education. 3.53+0.56
I listen to the elderly’s plea by expressing interests. 351+0.54
I help the elderly by means of safety by cleaning up environment. 3.50+0.59
I give the elderly opportunities to talk about their thoughts and experiences freely. 3.44+0.60
I provide praise and encouragement when the elderly understand well during education. 3.42+0.60
I repeat again when the elderly don't react promptly during education. 3.38+0.58
I spend more time to care for the elderly compared to the younger patients. 3.37+0.69
I provide new information during health education for the elderly. 3.19+0.61
I teach the elderly the way that they do for themselves during education. 3.15+0.64
I provide the elderly enough time to question when I teach them new nursing methods. 3.07+0.74
I provide rehabilitative nursing to the elderly who are not able to move for themselves to maintain everyday activities. 3.03£0.75

#possible range 1-5
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