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Prosthetic rehabilitation of partially edentulous patient after maxillectomy: A case report

Kyung-Hoi Heo, Young-Jun Lim, Myung-Joo Kim, Ho-Beom Kwon*

Department of Prosthodontics, School of Dentistry, Seoul National University, Seoul, Republic of Korea

Patients undergone partial maxillectomy experience post-operative masticatory, phonetic, and swallowing difficulties. They also encounter social and psychological challenges
due to changes in their facial appearances. Thus, functional and esthetic recovery through maxillofacial prosthesis becomes significant for these patients. The objective of an
appropriate obturator is to restore palate and improve phonetic and swallowing ability by separating the oral cavity, nasal cavity, maxillary sinus, and nasopharynx. In this case
report, an obturator was fabricated for a patient who had partial resection from the maxillary posterior region to the pharynx due to squamous cell carcinoma. The purpose of
this case study is to describe the results because the patient was successfully improved both functionally and esthetically. (J Korean Acad Prosthodont 2016,54:167-71)
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Fig. 2. (A) Post-surgical panoramic radiograph, (B, C) Post-surgical CT images.
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Fig. 3. Extraoral photographs. (A) Frontal view, (B) Lateral view.
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Fig. 4. (A) Individual tray, (B) Final impression.
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Fig. 5. (A) Metal framework and individual tray for secondary impression, (B)
Impression for altered cast.
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Fig. 6. (A, B) Definitive Obturator.

Fig. 7. Intraoral photographs after placement of definitive prostheses. (A) Maxillary occlusal view, (B) Frontal view.
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