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Purpose: The purpose of this qualitative study was to explore the meaning of the experience of Korean immigrant nurses working in

US hospitals. Methods:

Purposive sampling yielded 15 Korean immigrant nurses who had more than one year of clinical experience

in US hospitals, Data were collected from March to August 2012 through in-depth interviews and thematic analysis was conducted
using van Manen’s hermeneutic phenomenological approach. Results: The findings were classified into eight themes: ‘struggling

from staff at workplace being territorial to outsiders’, ‘feeling oppressed due to language barrier’,
‘staying alert in the environment where lawsuits are rife’, ‘feeling a sense of stability from the social system

relationships at work’,

‘accepting rational and horizontal

that values human dignity’, ‘maintaining self-confidence from prominent nursing practices and senior Korean nurses’ professional
reputation’, ‘performing essential comprehensive nursing care’, ‘promoting self-development to be equipped with professionalism.’
Conclusion: The findings indicate that the Korean immigrant nurses were able to excel in their workplace when their clinical experi-
ence at US hospitals was combined with the lived space in US politics and environment, lived time of patience, lived body to be

alert, and lived others with multi cultural characteristics,
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Table 1. The Essential Themes Identified from the Clinical Experience of Korean Immigrant Nurses in US Hospitals

Themes

Essential themes

Experiencing emotional stress from work overload
Feeling added pressure from difficult patient assignments
Being placed in an unfair situation due to racism

Feeling ashamed of oneself because of poor English
Facing communication challenges during an emergency

Struggling from staff at workplace being
territorial to outsiders

Feeling oppressed due to language barrier

Being outsiders because of language barrier along with feeling isolated and lonely

Experiencing frustration over lack of cooperation from nursing assistants
Working independently and maintaining friendly relationship with physicians

Having horizontal work relationship with senior staff

Accepting rational and horizontal relationships
at work

Finding that colleagues are cold but clearly aware of one’s tasks and have a good sense of

responsibility at work
Repeatedly checking tasks to avoid potential lawsuits

Striving to follow rules in order to protect oneself from potential lawsuits

Staying alert in the environment where
lawsuits are rife

Maintaining careful practice all the time with awareness raised from other nurses’ medical errors

Feeling satisfied with the system that respects patient rights

Feeling secured by the well established support system for nurses’ wellbeing

Trusting hospital safety management system

Being able to finish tasks in a prompt and accurate manner, which allows time to help colleagues

Feeling a sense of pride from recognition for one’s work
Being inspired by senior Korean nurses’ work ability and reputation

Being fully aware of one’s tasks and practicing patient-centered care
Providing nursing care based on patient preferences

Developing interpersonal skills
Making continuous efforts to overcome communication challenges
Developing professional competency

Feeling a sense of stability from the social
system that values human dignity

Maintaining self-confidence from prominent
nursing practices and senior Korean nurses’
professional reputation

Performing essential comprehensive nursing
care

Promoting self-development by being
equipped with professionalism
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