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Abstract

Technology-holding company was introduced in 2008 according to the Korean related law. In
the end of 2014, technology holding company of university amounts to 39 companies, and ETRI
Holdings is only the company belonging to the research institute among these companies. The
technology holding company was launched to support a technology transfer from university or
research institute to companies, and to boost up start-ups.

Though 7 years has passed after the first technology—holding company was launched, there
is no success model until now. Holding company is basically an investment company, which
earns a profit from subsidiary company. The business model of a holding company is similar
to venture capital that invests in start-ups.

A direction of desirable business model of technology-holding company was suggested in this
paper based on the case study on 2 Korean venture capital company. Holding company is
generally categorized into two types. One is a pure holding company that only get a profit from
subsidiary company, and the second is a operating holding company that creates an extra
business revenue in addition to the role of pure holding company. In this paper, it is suggested
that a technology holding company is recommended to be a operating holding company rather
than a pure holding company.
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