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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine university graphic design curricula to cultivate creative
specialized manpower equipped with practical skills. To attain the goal, this author investigated
the curricula of four-year, three-year, and two-year universities located in the capital area
including Seoul and interviewed those working in 10 specialized design companies located in
Seoul and Incheon. According to the findings of analyzing the curricula, four-year, three-year,
and two-year universities all emphasize practices based on projects and inquiries more rather
than the mastery of basic design. Among the areas, publication-graphic designs are emphasized
the most, and the next are visual- multimedia designs. However, advertising-marketing designs
are not or hardly emphasized in the curricula. But specialized university education demanded by
those specialized design companies is the education emphasizing the mastery of basic design
more rather than practices based on projects and inquiries. Concerning the cultivation of
specialized graphic designers having central roles as the pillars of knowledge industry or creative
industry demanded in this age, it is needed to have a new perspective to reorganize specialized
education grounded on close cooperation and favorable relationship between universities in
charge of specialized education and those specialized companies.
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